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Five brand new computers
donated to Boys High School
B Y YOUSAF TARIQ
EDITOR
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The Boys High School
now has a bigger computer
lab with five brand new PC
computers. The lab was officially open for use after
founder of Al-Imtiaz Academy Madam Imtiaz Nawaz
cut a ribbon at the lab’s inauguration on July 5.
‚The computer lab came
into view with the help of
the Universal Fund Organization which is doing a
great job in Pakistan,‛ said
BHS principal Colonel
Muhmmad Mushtaq.
The Universal Fund Organization, sponsored by
Wateen, provides computers
to schools that have college
education. Since the Girls
High School of Al-Imtiaz
Academy provides education up to F.A. level, AIA
met the requirement to receive the donation.
‚The object of the Univer-

sal Fund Organization is to
promote computer literacy
in good schools,‛ said Colonel Mushtaq.
Each computer machine
costs about 75,000 rupees,
totaling to 370,000 rupees
for all five computers. BHS
purchased six new computer desks, each costing
approximately 3,300 rupees,
according to Colonel Mushtaq.
‚The total amount spent
on the complete renovation
of the computer lab is
414,200 rupees,‛ said Colonel Mushtaq.
The donated computers
have LCD monitors and are
all hooked up a UPS system.
These machines also have
high-speed Internet.
All computers have a
processor rate of 2.86GHz.
There
is
Ra m
1GB
(Gigabyte) processed in each
computer. The Internet service is Wateen with Blue

Please see COMPUTERS, page 3

Yasmeen Abbasi, The Imtiazian

NEWS: Ms. Mariya Ilyas teaches students how to write a news article. She initiated a journalism

program at Al-Imtiaz Academy this summer and helped students start their first school newspaper.

Bowdoin student starts journalism program
B Y S A MI A S A E E D
P HOT O G R A PH E R
A journalism program was
held at Al-Imtiaz Academy
(AIA) this summer by Bowdoin
College student Ms. Mariya
Ilyas. The program taught selected students journalism and
to gave them an opportunity to
practice it by producing the first
newspaper of AIA.

Reunion celebrates 25 years of establishment
B Y H IRA L IAQUAT

‚I love journalism,‛ said Ms.
Ilyas. ‚I am so grateful for the
opportunity to come back to AlImtiaz Academy and execute
this program.‛
Ms. Ilyas is a recipient of the
Davis Projects for Peace Award,
a prestigious honor given to
only 100 undergraduate students studying in the United
States. Each student is awarded
$10,000 to execute a ‚peaceful‛

project anywhere in the world.
‚I applied for this award
specifically in mind to come
back to Al-Imtiaz Academy and
teach journalism,‛ said Ms.
Ilyas, who taught English, math
and blogging last summer.
‚Journalism is very important
for a peaceful society because it
allows people to use words
instead of actions to express

Please see PROGRAM, page 2

Journalism program students visit
Dawn, learn how newspaper is made

P HOT O G R A PH E R
The Al-Imtiaz Academy
(AIA) celebrated its 25 years of
completion on May 23. The
reunion was held at the Girls
Section and was attended by
former and current students as
well teachers.
‚At the beginning when I
thought about the reunion it
looked to be an uphill task as
nobody was agreeing with the
idea that this event could be
arranged and the old students
would gather for the function,‛
said one of the event organizers
Uzair Baig. ‚But by the grace of
Almighty Allah and the effort of
my co-organizers and coordinators, I can proudly say that, ‘we
Aimers did it.’‛
AIA was founded in 1986 by
Madam Nawaz. At that time it
had only one branch that contained 28 students and three

B Y H IRA ABID
E D I T O R I N C H I EF
&
M ALIK S ANAULLAH

N EW S E D IT O R

Courtesy of Alumni Association

REUNITE: Six AIA alumni got together and organized the first
school reunion that celebrated the Academy’s 25th birthday.
teachers. Sir Sheikh Manzoorud-din Ahmad was the first
principal of this institution.
At the moment, when 25
glorious years of academic excellence have been passed, the
institution comprises of three
branches with nearly 1,000 stu-

dents. Currently, Madam
Parveen Ibrahim, Colonel Muhammad Mushtaq and Mr. Majid Hussain Siddiqui are the
principals of junior, boys and
girls sections, respectively.

N E W S: ST UDE NT S V I SI T R A DI O P A K I ST A N

Please see REUNION, page 4

As part of the journalism
program, 27 students of AlImtiaz Academy (AIA) visited
the Dawn news office in Islamabad on July 15.
‚I wanted my students so see
firsthand how an English newspaper is made,‛ said journalism
teacher and organizer of the
field trip Ms. Mariya Ilyas.
Although students were
asked to report to school by 7:30
a.m., the bus and van did not
leave until 8:45a.m. Despite
getting lost a few times, students reached the Dawn office
at noon, an hour earlier than
their appointment. They de-

F E A T UR E S: MI SSI ONA R Y
HOSP I T A L SE R V E S T HE P OOR
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cided to take a lunch break
while they waited.
‚I was worried the lunch
break would take too long and
we would be late,‛ said Ms.
Ilyas, who turned out to be right
because students reached Dawn
at 1:30 p.m. after lunch.
Regardless of being tardy,
Mr. Chaudhar Nisar welcomed
the students and took them to a
conference room where different issues of Dawn newspaper
and its magazines were scattered about the table.
Ms. Arifa Noor, the resident
in charge of the Dawn, shared a
brief history of the English
newspaper and lectured about
why journalism is important.
‚Dawn is the oldest English
newspaper in Muslim business,‛ said Ms. Noor, who explained that Dawn initially

Please see DAWN, page 2

P E OP LE : WHO I S A Y E SHA NA W A Z ?
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B Y U MER REH MAN
E NTERTAINM ENT E D ITOR

On May 11, 2010, the juniors
of Al-Imtiaz Academy shifted to
a new school building situated
on Kakul Road, opposite of the
Bilal Mosque.
It is set on three kanals and
six marlas, while the old building was on only three kanals.
The new building was
bought for two carore and 80
lakh (20,800,000) rupees. Eight
lakh (800,000) rupees were
spent solely on renovation.
Before this building, the
Junior Section was running in
three small, rented bungalows.
The new junior building contains 13 classrooms, a computer
room, a veranda and a principal’s office.
The classes range from nursery to grade two. The nursery
occupies two rooms while prep,
kindergarten, class 1 and 2 occupy three sections named
A.B.C.
There are 17 faculty members
at the Junior Section.
‚We are proud of a cooperative and dedicated staff,‛ said

Umer Rehman, The Imtiazian

LEARN AND PLAY: Al-Imtiaz Academy’s Junior Section shifted to its new
building on Kakul Road in May 2010. It cost 20,800,000 rupees.
Junior Section principal Ms.
Parveen Ibrahim, who added
that her section has over 360
students.
Nursery class has 60 children
and three teachers. Two teachers are Montessori-trained
while the third one teaches
Urdu and Islam.
There is a big playground in
front of the main building
where children have regular
Physical Training and play
sports.
Children of nursery, prep

and kindergarten enjoy the
swings, monkey bars, seesaw,
and elephant on the side of the
front ground. The front playground also has all sorts of
plants as well as apple and
walnut trees.
At the back of building, there
are swings for the older children.
‚The motto of the school is
Aim High and our hope is to
insert both excellence in knowledge and character,’" said Ms.
Ibrahim.

themselves.‛
The Davis Projects for Peace
program was started by philanthropist Kathryn Wasserman
Davis four years ago. On her
100th birthday, she decided that
it would be the young, motivated minds that could bring
peace to the world. Every year,
she gives away $1 million for
this program.
When the journalism program was advertised in the
Girls and Boys Section before
Ms. Ilyas’ arrival, more than 30
students at each school wanted
to participate. To avoid bias,
Ms. Ayesha Nawaz and the
school principals decided to
select students based on academic merit. These students
made a commitment to participate in the program, in which
attendance was mandatory,
during summer vacation.
‚I knew there would be great
interest in the program because
Pakistani students are always
eager to learn something new,‛
said Ms. Ilyas, who has a lot of
experience in journalism.
Ms. Ilyas was introduced to
journalism in 9th grade when

DAWN

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
started in India and was known
as the Pakistan Times until the
government took over.
‚Dawn is the most credible
English newspaper in the country,‛ she added.
Ms. Noor, who works with
42 people, spent about 45 minutes with the students, who
asked her nonstop questions
which they had prepared beforehand with Ms. Ilyas.
‚Journalism is important
because we hold power accountable,‛ she said, explaining
that ethnical practice of journalism is vital for its survival in
Pakistan. ‚In democracy, we
put our votes for whether we
like the person [in power] or
not.‛
‚We should believe in this
idealism,‛ she said. ‚But at the
same time, we are part of that
power cycle because readers
hold us accountable.‛
‚Have you ever felt at risk in
this profession?‛ asked one
student.
Ms. Noor thought for a brief
moment and then said,
‚Although I am a woman, I am
not afraid of external threats.‛
‚Journalism is a job you lean
on the field,‛ she continued. ‚A
degree [in journalism] is not
necessary.‛
Ms. Noor said that the tool of
the craft is language.
Everything else you’ll learn if
you work hard,‛ she said. ‚If
you want to be top journalist,
you should work day and
night.‛
After interviewing Ms. Noor,

Mariya Ilyas, The Imtiazian

WAKING UP: Students take copious notes as Ms. Arifa Noor of Dawn newspaper gives a lecture
about journalism, why it is important in society and how an English newspaper is made.
students met Mr. Khurrum
Hameed and Mr. Ilyas Bhatti,
technicians in charge of the
printing machine and CTP.
The students decided to ask
these personalities their remaining questions. One student
asked if journalists should get
life protection citing the recent
case about journalist Saleem
Shahzad who was killed in his
pursuit for reporting the truth.
‚You have to deal with it
*risk+,‛ said Mr. Bhatti. ‚I have
great colleagues that take that
risk every day.‛
‚It’s a question on which
someone can write a book,‛ he
added.
Mr. Khurrum explained that
while Dawn is headquartered in
Karachi, it has three other bureaus in Peshawar, Lahore and
Islamabad as well. Dawn produces many magazines including Herald, Arora, Spider,
Young World and Books and
Authors.

‚Produce is not the right
word,‛ said Mr. Bhatti. ‚We
make a product.‛
Mr. Bhatti explained that a
newspaper is analogous to a ‘Y’
shape. The two most important
branches of newspaper production are editorial, ‚the life of
the paper,‛ and marketing,
‚the duty of the paper,‛ he
said.
Mr. Khurram then explained
the process of printing a newspaper after reporting and layout have been done. Dawn uses
Quark Express software for its
layout designing.
There are three main steps
for printing the computer draft,
‚soft copy,‛ into an actual
newspaper, ‚hard copy.‛ During pre-printing, layout designs
and details are double-checked.
During imposition, pages are
organized so that they print on
the right side. Lastly, Computer to Print (CTP) machine is

used to transfer the electronic
data.
‚No newspaper-producing
agency uses the CTP technology except for Dawn,‛ said Mr.
Khurram, who added that the
preheat unit of CTP is 350 degree Centigrade.
Mr. Khurram and Mr. Bhatti
showed the students Dawn’s
old and new machinery for
printing newspapers. Dawn
uses Harris printing press
which was imported from the
U.S.A. and can produce 22,000
to 30,000 copies of newspaper
per hour.
A newspaper uses four basic
colors—cyan, magenta, yellow
and key black—to produce all
other shades of colors one sees
in a hard copy. These color inks
are purchased from Germany
while newsprint rolls are imported from Russia. Each paper
roll can produce about 45,000
copies.

she took her first class.
Throughout high school, she
wrote for the school newspaper,
The Wire. She was selected as
news editor, managing editor as
well as editor in chief for The
Wire.
‚When I first took journalism, I had no idea what it was,‛
said Ms. Ilyas. ‚I just signed up
for the class because it involved
writing and I figured I could
improve my English.‛
The more she learned about
journalism, the more Ms. Ilyas
fell in love with it. Ms. Ilyas
participated in programs such
as the Washington Urban Journalism Workshops and the
Princeton University Summer
Journalism Program (SJP), and
attended many conferences
about journalism.
‚I modeled much of this
program after SJP,‛ said Ms.
Ilyas, smiling. ‚That program
was only 10 days but it transformed me as a journalist for a
lifetime.‛
On the first day of the class,
Ms. Ilyas taught students that
journalism was ‚telling the
truth about the world,‛ a definition she learned from SJP Director Richard Just, who is now the
executive editor of ‚The New
Republic‛ magazine in Washington, D.C.
‚There is dire need for ethical and truthful journalism in
Pakistan,‛ said Ms. Ilyas, who
organized the curriculum of the
program based on the current
events of this country.
The program was taught in
English to help students improve their confidence in speaking the universal language.
Students kept an online blog to
document what they were
learning and took current
events quizzes three times a
week.
Students learned about print
and broadcast journalism firsthand by taking a field trip to
Dawn newspaper in Islamabad
and Radio Pakistan in Abbottabad.
‚I really enjoyed the field trip
to Dawn newspaper,‛ said Hira
Liaquat. ‚I learned a lot on both
of our field trips and through
the journalism classes.‛
‚What was so interesting to
me was that a newspaper uses
only four colors,‛ she added.
The program was free of cost
to all students. Their daily
transportation and notebook
were covered by the Davis
funds.
Ms. Ilyas will donate three
new laptops and two digital
cameras to AIA before going
back to the United States this
Friday.
After learning about journalism, students became journalists
and wrote various articles that
are printed in this issue.
‚This newspaper is a result
of the hard work of all my students,‛ said Ms. Ilyas. ‚They
should all be really proud of
themselves.‛
‚I am going to miss my students,‛ she added. ‚But I hope
that they continue what they
have started.‛
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Girls take school trip to Radio Pakistan, produce radio show
BY RABIA SHUJAH
E NTERTAINM ENT E D ITOR

&
H ALE EM A K HALID

W EB M A N A G E R
The girls of AlImtiaz Academy (AIA) participating in the summer journalism
program took a mini trip to Radio Pakistan’s Abbottabad
branch on July 14.
Journalism teacher Ms.
Mariya Ilyas took 13 girls to the
radio station to learn about
broadcast journalism. Announcer Nadia Bano welcomed
the students.
Ms. Bano, who has been working at the radio for four years,
took the students into the studio
where they met chief engineer
Mr. Barkaat Ahmed.
Mr. Ahmed has been working
at the radio station since 1983.
His duty is to control the amplifiers, sound system, transmitters,
tape recorders and computers
along with four other people in
the booth room.
Mr. Ahmed explained that
when the ‚On Air‛ light is lit, it
means show is being aired and
everything that is said in the
studio room will be recorded.
He asked whether the students
knew why there were big, white
boxes in the studio room. When
the girls look puzzled, he said,
‚They prevent eco,‛ he said.

The white boxes boarded onto
the walls were filled with a mixture of wool and crushed mirror.
These boxes absorb sound waves
which strike them, thereby preventing the waves from reflecting back. This ensures that there
is little to no eco in the room.
There glass window between
the booth and studio room is
filled with air and is therefore
sound proof.
Mr. Ahmed joked that ‚if there
were no glass windows between
these two rooms, then the person
sitting in the studio will feel
lonely and will think he is sitting
in jail.‛
Radio Pakistan is a national
radio which casts regional news
and receives national news its
headquarters in Islamabad. Radio Pakistan airs its shows in
many languages including
Pashto, Punjabi, Balti, and
Sheena. However, only 40 percent of the shows are in a regional language while 60 percent
is in Urdu.
When asked if Radio Pakistan
is censored media, Mr. Ahmed
admitted that it is was.
However, ‚Broadcast news is
better than print journalism
because even the uneducated
people can easily understand our
news and shows,‛ said Mr. Ahmed. ‚No one can compete us in
this.‛
‚A degree in journalism is not
necessary to become a reporter,‛

Mariya Ilyas, The Imtiazian

SPEAK OUT: Girls of Al-Imtiaz Academy took a mini trip to Radio Pakistan in Abbottabad to learn
about broadcast journalism. Mr. Barkaat Ahmed explains how a radio show is produced.
chimed Ms. Bano, who has her
own show in Hindko called
‚Hazara Rang, Har Kaday Ao,‛
which airs from 4 to 5 p.m. daily.
Radio Pakistan decided to do
a show on the AIA students that
visited them. Ms. Bano and her
another colleague interviewed
each girl as well as Ms. Ilyas.
Some girls were more confident
than the others, though all
agreed that it was nerve-racking
to speak into the microphone.

Before leaving, AIA girls met
with the Director of Abbottabad’s Pakistan Radio, Mr. Azhar
Ali who joined the radio in November 2008.
‚We *have to+ follow government policy and promote them,‛
said Mr. Ali who also shared
that Radio Pakistan was not free
press. There was a melancholic
look on Mr. Ali’s face every time
he spoke. He also offered students pictures of his children.

‚Don’t be double minded relating to Islam because you can’t
enter into Heaven without passing
through this world, so do good
deeds,‛ he continued.
The students looked confused
as to why all of a sudden the topic
of conversation shifted from journalism to Heaven.
Ms. Bano finally broke the
awkward silence in the room and
shared that all three of Mr. Ali’s
kids died in the 2005 earthquake.

Academy buys Coach bus for 12 lakh rupees
BY FAIZAN SHOUKAT
P HOT O G R A PH E R

Mariya Ilyas, The Imtiazian

HIGH-TECH: Students Mazhar Tanoli Ali and Yawar Hasnat use the new

computers donated to the Academy from the Universal Fund Organization.

COMPUTERS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Tooth. The lab also has a
Samsung ML-2850 printer.
There are educational
charts about computer parts
hanging on the walls of the
computer lab so that students can learn how a computer works.

Many students are excited about the new computer lab because it is better
than the old computer.
There was no Internet service in the old lab and the
speed of the computers was
really slow.
The Universal Fund Organization donated computers to 50 other schools
that have arrangements of
computer teaching.

Al-Imtiaz Academy (AIA)
bought a used school bus for
approximately 12 lakh rupees in
July 2009, according to Boys
Section principal Colonel Syed
Muhammad Mushtaq. The
students began using the bus in
August 2010.
‚The bus was bought using a
rotary grant arranged by Ms.
Ayesha Nawaz,‛ said Colonel
Mushtaq.
The funds for the bus came
from Rotary International, an
international organization dedicated to helping alleviating
poverty in the world.

‚The mission of The Rotary
Foundation is to enable Rotarians to advance world understanding, goodwill, and peace
through the improvement of
health, the support of education, and the alleviation of poverty,‛ stated on the organization’s website.
Colonel Mushtaq said buying
a new bus would have cost
approximately 35 lakh rupees,
an amount that AIA could not
afford.
‚But it is a beautiful bus
*nonetheless+,‛ he said.
The school decided to buy the
bus because there was a high
demand for cheaper and more
comfortable transportation.

The bus is used for transporting
girls and boys to and from
school, as well as for major field
trips.
The model year of the bus is
2007. It can seat32 people in
addition to two passenger seats
in the front beside the driver’s
seat.
‚Rotary is a worldwide organization of more than 1.2
million business, professional,
and community leaders,‛ states
its website. ‚Members of Rotary
clubs, known as Rotarians, provide humanitarian service, encourage high ethical standards
in all vocations, and help build
goodwill and peace in the
world.

Samia Saeed, The Imtiazian

BUS: Al-Imtiaz Academy purchased a used school bus for 12 lakh rupees. Funds came from Rotary International.
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B Y A HS AN M ALIK
G UEST W R ITER

Before the enterprise of any
association, there is an initiative and endeavor in mind,
same as some ideas and positive thoughts before the establishment of an Alumni Association. In times like this, it is
time to look for new opportunities and creative solutions.
For this purpose, ideas
about starting an alumni association for Al-Imtiaz Academy
(AIA) were put on Facebook
and we received positive remarks from our fellows.
Student unions and associations are present in many
colleges and universities.
They are dedicated to social
and organizational activities
of the student body. The purpose of these associations is to
represent students within
institutions and local level.
By keeping this view in
mind, hands were put together for the establishment of
an Alumni Association for our
alma mater.
Now there is a stronger

Courtesy of Ahsan Malik

ORGANIZE: (L to R) Ahsan Malik, Uzair Baig, Shehzad Bukhari, Noaman
Jadoon, Fazil Ayub, and ____ (not pictured) organized the reunion.
and more visible association
that would be able to handle
the economic downturns or
different tracks such as, adventure programming, educational challenges, and other
activities. The staff and
elected members have an
obligation to carry out projects promoting students activities.
As a team, they are in
charge of deciding which
activities best reflect the interests of the student body. In

BHS gets new chemistry
lab, students take care of it
BY SHAHBAZ SALEEM
M A NA G I N G E D I TO R
Boys High School principal
Colonel Muhammad Mushtaq
organized the idea of a new
chemistry lab. It cost approximately 55,000 rupees. The
equipment came from Rawalpindi. The lab is used by the
class 9 and 10 students.
Chemistry is a very important subject at the Al-Imtiaz
Academy.
One part of chemistry is
writing lab reports. They are an
essential part of all chemistry
courses, and usually are a significant part of a student’s
grade.
The introduction of the lab
report is one paragraph that
explains the objective or purpose of the lab as well as the
student’s hypothesis. Sometimes, the introduction contains
background information summarizing how the experiment is
going to be performed.

The second part of a chemistry lab is lab safety. It is essential to follow safety rules in a
laboratory because chemicals
and acids used in various experiments are flammable and
can be very dangerous if not
properly handled.
The rules of a chemistry lab
are pretty straightforward. One,
wear eye protection at all times.
Two, do not perform unauthorized experiments, for they
might lead to severe consequences. Three, report all accidents to the instructor. This
helps avoid future accidents.
Four, before leaving the lab,
check that the work area is clean
and that all utilities are shut off.
Lastly, wash hands so that there
aren’t any dangerous chemical
left on skin.
Sir Sabir is in charge of the
chemistry lab. He takes care of
every piece of equipment in a
professional manner. He
teaches students how chemistry
plays an important role in the
day to day lives of humans.

Umair Saeed, The Al -Imtiazian

BRAND NEW: Boys High School of Al-Imtiaz Academy now has a new

chemistry lab with more space for students to conduct their experiments.

fact, this is the best way by
which most successful associations are run.
The work will be done for
colleagues, members of the
boards, and anyone else who
wants to join and help. People
are now convinced that this
madness of splintered field
must be stopped.
Whether one is interested
in fun, learning, professional
or social networking, the
Alumni Association offers
something for everyone.

At the beginning of May,
AIA’s Alumni Association was
formed, which arranged the
alumni reunion in cooperation
with the boards of directors.
The event was an exciting
moment for former students of
the Academy, as they got to
reunite with their class fellows
and teachers. The reunion was
happening for the first time in
the history of institution.
Principal Siddiqui, who joined
AIA in April 1990, two years
after the Girls Section was
formed, said he enjoyed being a
part of the reunion, although he
did not like some aspects of the
show such as Begum Nawazish
Skit.
The event was organized by
members of the Alumni Association: Uzair Baig, Ahsan Malik,
Noaman Jadoon, Shehzad Bukhari, Fazil Ayub and Rida
Kazmi. Special tickets were
printed for getting entry in the
reunion function and each cost
300 rupees.
‚It took one and a half month
to arrange that gathering, which
comprised of about 150
students and 30 plus teachers,‛
said chief organizer Ahsan

Malik. ‚And a total of 45,000
rupees were spent on the arrangement of reunion.‛
The Girls Section building,
where the reunion was held,
was well decorated. Old and
current teachers were invited to
mingle with former and current
students. The reunion was a
chance to meet old fellows and
find out at what life stage they
were at now.
Brigadier Qazi Muhammad
Nawaz and Madam Imtiaz
Nawaz were the chief guests of
the function. The function
started at 4 p.m. and ended at
8:30 p.m. The function included
different skits, parodies of old
teachers, games, as well as a
musical concert featuring Reshee Ban, medical student from
Sri Lanka, and Muhammad Ali
Shah, a renowned performer.
Guitarist and grandson of
Mr. Siddiqui, Rauhan Siddiqui,
was also a great attraction at the
show as everyone enjoyed his
performance.
‚The smiling faces of alumni
were the proof of the fact that
they all have enjoyed the function in a friendly environment,‛
said Jadoon.
‚I am thankful to all alumni
and teachers whose presence
has made this function memorable,‛ added Jadoon.

Academy lends a hand to flood victims
BY NATASHA A BBASI
O PIN IN O S E D IT O R

On July 29, 2010, a disastrous flood almost extinguished civilization in southern Pakistan .Many areas were
affected, however, those living
near the rivers were impacted
the most, especially the Sindh
province.
The floods destroyed everything that came in its way:
houses, shops, and other
buildings. They caused the
deaths of thousands of humans and animals.
The cities were covered
with water and the streets
seemed like they were
drowned in water. There was
so much water everywhere
that the people could not even
come out of their homes and
lived as prisoners.
The flood victims quickly
ran out of supplies and
begged for help. They prayed
to God to send someone to
provide them their basic
needs. Children were crying
for food and clean water. It
was clear that the flood victims were a facing hard time
and needed help as soon as
possible.
The student body of AlImtiaz Academy (AIA) heard
their cry for help.
All three sections of AIA
actively participated in the
campaign to help the flood
victims. Students brought
items such as food, clothes,

Courtesy of Colonel Mushtaq

HELING HAND: Al-Imtiaz Academy students organized a campaign and

collected donations, such “happy packs,” for the July 2010 flood victims.
and gifts from their homes to
donate. Some parents even felt
the need to donate cash.
Everyone felt sorry for the
victims who were going
through a difficult time. Students nicely and wholeheartedly wrapped all the donations so that when the flood
victims would receive these
gifts, they would feel good
inside.
Dr. Noman Sidiqqui, son of
Girls Section principal Mr.
Majid Hussain Sidiqqui, took
care of the logistics of collecting all the donations and providing them to the victims.
Principal of Boys Section
Colonel Muhammad Mushtaq
visited the flood-affected areas
and distributed the donations
among the people living in
remote areas such as villages.
Soon after, a campaign
g roup na med ‚ K ha y a l

Rakhna‛ (‚Take Care‛),
launched by a renowned Pakistani band named Noori, came
to the Academy to perform and
asked students to donate
‚happy packs.‛ The bags comprised of school bags, stationery items, clothes, food and Eid
gifts for the victims.
Six girls were chosen as volunteers for this campaign. They
were Hira Liaquat, Maryam
Hassan, Maryam Rehman, Aimen Tariq, Maria Saleem, and
Aroosa Bibi. These selected
individuals went to give all the
donations to the flood victims
on Eid Day.
These students collected
happy packs from students,
teachers, parents, and even
neighbors and relatives.
Overall, the student body
gave a very good response
throughout this campaign of
helping those in need.
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Dr. Luke Cutherell serves the needy at BCH for 23 years
B Y M ARIYA I LYAS
G UEST W R ITER

After completing high school
in Pakistan, Dr. Luke Cutherell
did not want to come back to
his birth country. But that soon
changed when he matured in
the United States and decided
to return and service a nation
that still does not consider him
its citizen.
‚I felt like I was at the ends
of the Earth and thought U.S.
was at the center of the world,‛
said Cutherell, or better known
as ‘Dr. Luke’ by his patients.
‚As a teenager, I thought it
would be much cooler to live in
the U.S. than Pakistan.‛
Dr. Luke studied in Muree
Christian School, an Americanstyle boarding school in Pakistan, before going to Wheaton
College in Illinois, where he
received Bachelor’s in biology.
He then received an M.D. from
Michigan State and a degree in
public health from the University of Michigan. Dr. Luke completed his residency from the
University of Virginia.
After completing his surgical
practice in Norfolk, Virginia, ‚I
had made up my mind to come
back,‛ said Dr. Luke.
‚I grew up seeing the needs
and got the sense ‘how do I
make my life count?’‛ he continued. ‚How can I please
God?‛
For the past 23 years, Dr.
Luke has been serving the poor
at the missionary Bach Christian

Mariya Ilyas, The Imtiazian

ONE WORLD: Dr. Luke Cutherell and his wife Nancy provide

quality medical service to the poor at the Bach Christian Hospital.
Hospital (BCH) in Qalandarbad.
Dr. Luke’s father was a
founding member of the 15-acre
Hospital, which started in 1956.
It was originally supposed to be
built in Mansehra because the
population there was greater.
‚We were looking for
enough land,‛ said Dr. Luke,
who shared that the hospital
was bought for 25,000 rupees
($267.44) from the government.
The BCH is operated by The
Evangelical Alliance Mission
(TEAM), originally started by a
Swedish man. TEAM has medical work in nine different third
world countries.
The premise of BCH is to
‚provide compassionate and
competent medical care within
available resources, and to build
the Church of Jesus Christ.‛
‚Our service to mankind is a

way of serving God,‛ said Dr.
Luke, who could be making
hundreds of thousands of dollars in the United States but has
instead decided to dedicate the
his life to serving the poor people of Pakistan for a mere salary
of $25,000 funded by friends
and church groups that believe
in the Hospital’s mission.
‚I took a 90 percent pay cut
to join the mission here,‛ said
Dr. Luke. ‚But it’s been a wonderful experience and I’m glad
to be here.‛
‚Money is not the point of
life,‛ he continued. ‚The point
is to please God and be of service to others.‛
‚And medicine is a wonderful way to do that,‛ he added.
Dr. Luke married Nancy
Cutherell in 1978 and is the
father of four boys, all of whom

grew up in Pakistan.
Their marriage was a mix
between Eastern and Western
culture.
‚It was a partly arranged
and partly love marriage,‛ said
Dr. Luke, who met Nancy
through his parents during one
of his visits to BCH.
Though their children are
studying and working in the
United States, the couple lives
in a house within the hospital
vicinity, staying alert to emergency phone calls day in and
day out.
‚It’s a great joy when someone comes in hurting and I can
operate them and help them,‛
said Dr. Luke.
‚I’m rich here,‛ said Dr.
Luke. ‚I don’t own *the house
and car+, but I don’t need to.‛
‚We’ve been blessed. God
has blessed us,‛ he added.
The Bach Christian Hospital
serves approximately 250 to 300
patients in its clinic daily. Maintaining quality service and
operating a hospital with limited funds and resources is not
an easy task. Because the hospital aims to serve the needy, the
cost of medical care is low for
all its patients.
‚One of the purposes is to
keep cost low to make level of
care affordable,‛ said Dr. Luke,
who added that the hospital
aims to provide even the poorest with the health care they
need.
The hospital tries to provide
‚quality care with basic facili-

ties,‛ said Dr. Luke. ‚It’s a
struggle to know what’s going
to increase the quality of care
versus how much to spend on
equipment and cleanliness.‛
For example, the BCH purchased an ultrasound machine
for $25,000.In order to keep the
cost low for an ultrasound
check-up, the hospital does not
print copies of the ultrasound
pictures for its patients, unlike
America.
‚If we do an x-ray, here’s a
mandatory cost for film, but
with ultrasound we look at it
on the screen so there is no
expense,‛ said Dr. Luke.
The cost of medical services
at the BCH is not free; however,
it is comparably lower than
other hospitals in the area, especially Abbottabad.
‚We don’t treat anyone for
free,‛ said Dr. Luke. ‚Because if
you get everything free, people
don’t value it.‛
‚Everyone gives something,‛
he added. ‚We call it a ‘hospital
co-op.’‛
Despite these challenges,
however, Dr. Luke and his wife
are optimistic about their work
and grateful to be serving the
Pakistani people.
‚I think people are more
appreciative here,‛ said Dr.
Luke. ‚In the U.S., every time I
see a patient, I’m billing them.‛
‚I don’t get one pesa from
what comes into the hospital,‛
he added.
‚I like that.‛

Trip down memory lane: Madam Nawaz recalls Independence
B Y MAH NOOR
M A NA G I N G E D I TO R
Madam Imtiaz Nawaz told me
this story in an interview.
At the time, I was college girl.
I went up a ladder to burn the
Indian flag that hailed at the top
of a crowded building to prove
that we Muslims really meant
what we were doing. We wanted
independence.
When I was climbing up, a
man came up behind me and
after seeing my will power, said,
‚No power on earth can prevent
Pakistan to be made.‛
He took the flag off and gave
it to me and said, ‚Daughter,
take the flag and burn it yourself, and also give me a match to
do so.‛ Just then, people shouted
‚Pakistan Zindabad‛ and
‚Pakistan will surely be made!‛
I worked for Muslim League
and went to Haripur asking
people to vote for Pakistan in the
referendum. We also burned the
Union Jack (British flag) from the

top of a jail in Haripur. Just as I
was going up the ladder, the
policemen shook it by accident
and all the women standing
below me thought I would fall.
So, they spread their laps to
catch me.
I also took part in many of the
movements for Pakistan. I was
an activist. In fact, I got medals
for my volunteer service during
Independence from Muslim
League Organization in Peshawar a few years after the birth of
Pakistan.
When I was 21 and on summer vacations, one day I read the
newspaper Tribune in which a
speech by Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah was printed.
‚I want silver bullets,‛ he
said.
His meaning by silver bullets
was that we need money not just
bullets to win this fight.
After reading this, I decided
to collect money. I asked my
mother if I could go outside to
collecting money from people.
My mother agreed to let me go
after seeing how passionate I

was about my country’s independence. Of course, a maid
servant accompanied me.
I went door to door asking for
donations. I felt a little shy because I had never done that
before. We raised about two and
a half rupees and I was very
disappointed. My father encouraged me to continue and provided me with a receipt book
which helped a lot because it
increased the confidence in people who were donating.
The biggest hurdle in the
fight for Independence of Pakistan was Ghaffar Khan, the
grandfarther of Aswand Yar
Wali Khan. Mr. Ghaffar wanted
to name the new nation
Pukhtunistan instead of Pakistan and desired for this new
nation to still be under India’s
control. This, however, was
impossible because Quaid-eAsam himself had said that
Hindus and Muslims can never
peacefully live together. They
will always fight. ‚Hinduism
and Islam are not just two separate religions but two different

cultures,‛ said Quaid-e-Asam.
After hearing such passion in
his talks, Muslim League recommended Muhammad Ali Jinnah
for referendum. Referendum
was the first time we cheated.
We also casted the votes of dead
people to increased our favorability for Pakistan.
We went from place to place to
announce our new leader. People at the time were very ignorant so we had to spread the
news in order to win. Quaid-eAzam was a member of Congress but after he found out
party was serving only the Hindus, he joined Muslim League.
At the time Alama Iqbal
wrote greatly about making a
separate state for Muslims. Both
of these men, along with their
many friends, worked until their
last breath for Pakistan.
During these efforts, there
was constant fight. Hindus began slaughtering Muslims to
show their might. Many people
were against such violence but
not their mission. This was a
good time for thieves to loot

everything and everyone. People
were so scared they screamed
for help. I can still hear those
cries, ‚Help!‛ and ‚Let us go!‛
Everyone was affected by this
violence. A woman named
Karam Jan told about the violence so I decided to protect my
mother. There was no man in
my house so I would stand outside my house and let nobody
enter. I repeated this until Independence.
I saw people dying, bodies
covered with blood and even
some bodies being badly tortured. I would tell my mother, ‚I
saw human bodies coming to
Pakistan with nails fix in their
hands and chest.‛
After seeing so many bodies
brutally tortured, Muslims also
started killing of Hindus in return.
It was long and it was hard,
but at last, we got our reward.
We go independence! We were a
free nation. That is when Quaide-Azam spoke the unforgettable
words: ‚Pakistan zindabad‛Long live Pakistan!
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Holy month of Ramadan
starts in summer time
B Y SHERYAR J AMIL
S PO R T S E D IT O R

This year, Ramadan
started on August 2.
The word Ramadan derives from the Arabic root
word ‘ramda,’ which means
scorched ground from intense heat. Therefore,
‚Ramadan‛ means ‚to
burn‛ due to walking on the
ramda.
Ramadan is a very important time for Muslims. It is
the ninth month of the Islamic lunar calendar and
lasts 29 to 30 days. During
this holy month of fasting,
Muslims refrain from eating
and drinking and instead,
focus their energy on worshipping Allah more so than
the rest of the year.
Ramadan teaches Muslims to make sacrifices, experience what poor people
endure on a daily basis, and
refrain from worldly pleasures and goods. It is a time
to ask for forgiveness and be
grateful for God’s blessing.
During Ramadan, Muslims
accomplish this by praying
five times a day and reciting
the Holy Quran whenever
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Students tour largest mosque
B Y IQRA MUSFARAT
S PO R T S E D IT O R

possible.
Muslims believe Ramadan to be an auspicious
month for the revelations of
God to humankind, being
the month in which the first
verses of the Quran were
revealed to Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W.). It is believed that the Quran was
sent down to mankind with
clear signs of Guidance and
Distinction of the truth from
falsehood during Ramadan.
Muslims around the
world who observe Ramadan do not eat or drink from
dawn to dusk. The meal
before sunrise is called Sehri
and the breaking of the fast
after sunset is call the Iftaar.
Following the steps of
Prophet Muhammad (Peace
Be Upon Him), Muslims
open their fast with three
dates. Now a days, Iftaar
also includes pakoras, chana
chat, samosas, and sharbat.
The full dinner meal should
be eaten after the Maghrib
prayer.
Ramadan is a month of
purity and modesty. One
should be kind to everyone
and have good thoughts and
wishes for others.

After the Dawn field trip,
29 students of the Al-Imtiaz
Academy (AIA) briefly visited
Faisal Mosque on July 15.
We arrived at the mosque
at 5 p.m. and stayed for only
about an hour. The summer
journalism teacher Ms. Mariya
Ilyas arranged this trip.
We saw different things at
Faisal Mosque, the largest
mosque in all of Pakistan. For
example, we enjoyed seeing
the Kalema beautifully engraved in a moon made of
pure gold, a gift to Pakistan
by China. The Hall of Faisal
Mosque is a very big, open
space inside the mosque
where prayers and conferences are held.
Faisal Mosque is not only a
mosque but has now become
a picnic spot as well. People
go there to spend time with
family and enjoy the beautiful
scenery. During our trip, we
saw people hanging out, talking with friends and family,
listening to music, talking on
the phone, taking pictures,
eating snacks and of course,
praying.
We didn’t get to tour the
whole building due to time

Hira Abid, The Imtiazian

UNIQUE: Designed by a Turkish architect, Faisal Mosque lacks the
traditional domes and arches exhibited in other mosques.
limitations, but we saw a
large part of the building.
Faisal Mosque is a very beautiful structure and we really
enjoyed our trip.

King Faisal bin Abdul Aziz
of Saudi Arabia largely
funded Mosque, which is
named in his honor, and gave
it to Pakistan as a gift.

Shah Faisal Mosque was
completed in 1986, and is
located in our capital city,
Islamabad. It was designed by
a Turkish architect who won
the international competition
held for Mosque’s structure.

The location of the Mosque
was a strategic decision. It is
located on elevated land with
a gorgeous picturesque background of Margalla Hills—
perfect for memorable pictures. This location represents
the mosque’s great importance and allows it to be seen
from miles away.

Faisal Mosque is shaped
like a desert Bedouin’s tent.
Its eight-sided concrete shell
also resembles the cubic Kabba
in Mecca. The mosque’s architecture is very modern and
unique because it lacks the
traditional domes and arches
of a typical mosque.

Faisal Mosque is considered to be the national
mosque of Pakistan. If you
ever get a chance, don’t miss
out on enjoying this breathtaking structure.

Muslims around world celebrate three Eid holidays year-round
B Y H IRA ABID
EDITOR

IN

C H I EF

Eid is a religious festival
celebrated by the Muslims all
over the world. Throughout
the year, there are three Eid
holidays that Muslims celebrate for different religious
reasons.
Eid-ul-Fitr
Eid-ul-Fitr is celebrated
after the holy month of Ramadan, the ninth month in the
lunar Islamic calendar. During Ramadan, Muslims fast to
experience what hunger feels
like. This act of extending
yourself to endure what the
poor endure every day is very
humbling and rewarding.
On 29thof Ramazan, people
rush to roofs of their houses to
sight the chand, moon. When
they see it, they become very
happy and greet everyone
with hugs and good wishes.
Children clap with joy and
excitement. Women start preparing chaat, vermicelli and
lots of other sweets. On chand
raat, girls put mehndi on their
hands and iron their brand
new fancy clothes for the big
day tomorrow. Everyone is so

excited that no one has a wink
of sleep that night.
‚The very first place where
I spend my every Eid is the
kitchen, every woman’s first
place,‛ said Mrs. Mariam
Faisal.
On first of Shawal, known
as Eid-ul-Fitr, Muslims get up
early for Fajr prayer, take a
shower, put on new clothes
and begin greeting everyone.
Girls are especially excited to
show off their new clothes,
bangles, jewelry, henna designs and matching sandals.
When everyone is ready,
they pay respectful regards to
their parents, relatives, elders,
neighbors, and loved ones.
They also visit the graveyard
to pray for those who have
passed.
Children ask for Eidi, gifts
usually in the form of money,
from their parents and other
elder relatives before eating
the delicious items prepared
by their mothers.
‚After having breakfast, I
wear my new dress and begin
asking for Eidi from my
mother, brothers, uncles and
aunts,‛ said Ms. Rahat
Seemab.
‚I give Eidi to my daughter

but nobody gives me Eidi,‛
joked Mrs. Faisal.
Eid-ul-Azha
Eid-ul-Azha, also known as
the ‚Big Eid,‛ is celebrated on
the 10th of Zilhaj after the
Muslims perform Hajj in Makkah. This Eid commemorates
the sacrifice that Prophet Ibrahim made to Allah by offering
his son, Ismail.
The Holy Quran explains
that Prophet Ibrahim dreamt
for three nights that he was
slaughtering his son. He finally told his son about his
dream and Prophet Ismail
replied, ‚I shall do everything
which you shall ask from
me.‛
Prophet Ibrahim then took
his son to a desert, where
Prophet Ismail laid on the
sand in the scorching heat.
Unable to witness what he
was doing, Prophet Ibrahim
closed his eyes when he put a
knife on his son’s neck. In that
moment, Allah appreciated
this sacrifice so much that He
replaced Prophet Ismail with
a lamb.
When Prophet Ibrahim
opened his eyes, his son was
standing safe and sound by
his side while the lamb was

slaughtered in his place. In
memory of this sacrifice, capable Muslims also slaughter
animals, especially a lamb or
goat, on Eid-ul-Azha.
The meat of the slaughtered animal is divided into
three parts: One for the poor
and needy, one for relatives
and neighbors, and last for
oneself.
Eid-ul-Azha is celebrated
with similar traditions like
Eid-ul-Fitr.
‚I get up early in the morning, awake my children and
husband and give them
breakfast,‛ said Mrs. Shazia
Sajid. ‚When my children and
husband are ready, we
greeted everyone and my
husband distributes Eidi
among my children, nephews
and nieces.‛
Eid Milad-un-Nabi
Eid Milad-un-Nabi is celebrated with great love and
passion in the holy memory of
our beloved Prophet Muhammad (Peace Be Upon Him).
This Eid is celebrated on the
12thRabi-ul-Awwal, the third
month of the Islamic calendar
and the birth month of the
Prophet.
Streets are lightened with

Courtesy of Mariya Ilyas

colorful lights and sweets are
distributed in every home.
Every one recites Holy Quran
and Darood Sharif for the
Prophet (SAW).
Milads are held in every
nook and corner of the country where people not only
recite Darood Sharif but also
recite various Naats to send
Salam to the beloved Prophet
(SAW).
No doubt Eid is a gift of
Allah for His people as He
wants His people to rejoice on
these occasions. Eid makes no
difference between big and
small, rich and poor. Allah
sends His blessings to all His
people on Eid.
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Over half the student body uses girls school library
B Y FATIMA Q URESHI
F EA T U RE S E D IT O R

The girls section school library at Al-Imtiaz Academy
(AIA) started from very first
day of school, May 18, 1986.
When it started, there were only
about 60 books in the library,
but now, there are about 4,000.
According to the school librarian, about 55to 60 percent of
students make use of school
library. Last year, only 35 to 40
percent of students used the
library. The increase in interest
is due to addition of new books.
The library is a resource not
only for students, but also
teachers. There are books on
various topics such as English
and Urdu literature, science,
history, geography, novels,
magazines, fictional and nonfictional stories, and much more.
Every year, there is an addition of about 70 to 120 new
books to the library. The price
of these books ranges from 50 to
3,500 rupees each, but the stock
of all new books is about of
10,000 rupees. These books are
mostly bought from Book Fair,
Abbottabad and Feroz Sons,
Rawalpindi.
The check out system for

books is still old school. There is
manual book instead of a computer that keeps a record of all
the checkout’s and checkin’s of
every book that leaves the library. A student can take out a
book for up to 14 days. At a
time, six students can sit in a
library to read books or do
work.
Library is very important
because it helps in enhancing
and augmenting knowledge as
well as developing reading
habits in children.
A school library is especially
important because it provides
and promotes a student’s imagination, curiosity, and critical
thinking. Books help develop
and sustain in students the
habit and enjoyment of reading
for pleasure. They enrich students’ intellectual, aesthetic,
cultural and emotional growth.
‚People throughout their
lives are students, they will
never be perfect,‛ said Ms.
Maryam. ‚Teachers are also
students and also learn different
things everyday.‛

M ALIK S ANAULLAH

N EW S E D IT O R
On July 27, we interviewed Mr.
Mohammad Saeed Sawati, the
president of private school
Press Club in Abbottabad. As a
highly educated person, he told
us about the educational systems in Abbottabad.
Mr. Sawati, also the principal
of private school named Islamia
Modern Public School, said that
the examination system in Abbottabad is corrupt. There is
uncontrollable cheating that
happens throughout.
Sighing with disappointment, he said, ‚I don’t know
what your generation will do
with us when you grow up.‛

knowledge and resources. The Girls Section school library is well -used and maintained.

‚Teachers learn new things
by reading different books and
their knowledge increases,‛ she
continued. ‚So library has a
very important role in a school.‛

that provides teachers with
access to relevant curriculum
information and professional
development materials within
and outside the school. It also
provides opportunities to cooperatively plan implement and
evaluate learning programs,
which integrate information
resources and technologies.

A library is a great resource

Reading is regarded as one

Expert speaks out on
school system in Abbt.
B Y SHAHAB ADNAN
O PIN I N O S E D IT O R
&

Samia Saeed, The Al-Imtiazian

SILENT KNOWLEDGE: A library is place full of books that provide students and teachers with

Since the government funds
public schools, teachers working in them are government
servants. Mr. Sawati said that
‚government servants cannot be
business-minded‛ because education should be free of corruption.
Mr. Sawati said that the people in Abbottabad’s educational
systems are very educated individuals. The principals of many
different schools, for example,
were the students of Mr. Sawati
himself.
According to Mr. Sawati, the
main thing that takes away
student motivation is the intense competition amongst
students and schools.
He advised students that,
‚Your future is in studying. Get
cheating out of your mind.‛

Mariya Ilyas, The Imtiazian

of the most enriching habits for
the simple reason that it is not
just a hobby or a pastime that
entertains you, but it is also an
educational activity and hence
brings to you a vast reservoir of
knowledge.
Reading increases the drive
for knowledge and inspires
people to gain more information. Reading quenches one’s

thirsty curiosity. Thus a library
is a treasure of valuable books
for the people to use and gain
from it.
It is said that ‚The more you
read, the more things you will
know. The more you learn, the
more places you’ll go.‛ Reading
books will make you go places
you’ve never imagined.

Annual Day held at AIA since 2003
BY NATASHA A BBASI
O PIN IN O S E D IT O R
After a long lapse since 2003,
Annual Prize Distribution Function was held on December 22,
2010. The purpose of this function was to give prizes to students who got top three positions in their classes and to
encourage others to strive for
academic success.
The event was organized by
the girls, boys, and junior
schools’ principals, Mr. Majid
Hussain Sidiqqui, Colonel Muhammad Mushtaq, and Madam
Parveen Ibrahim, respectively.
‚We could not organize this
function due to several reasons
like disastrous earthquake of
2005, security risks and nonavailability of chief guest,
Madam Nawaz [who] was in
America,‛ said Mr. Siddiqqui.
‚It is not necessary to hold
this function every year,‛ he
added. ‚We did not snatch the
rights of students as we did
award the prizes to all the position holders on Annual Sports
Day and Annual prize Distribution Day 2010.‛
All school staff members
were invited to the event. The
event started with the name of
Allah and Prophet Muhammad
(S.A.W). The program then
began with some speeches prepared by students.

Courtesy of Mr. Majid Siddiqui

IMPRESS: Junior Section students perform a skit at Annual Day before

prizes are awarded to students who received top three positions per class.
The function was run mainly
by girls and boys campus, although the juniors participated.
There were six skits written,
produced, and performed by
students at the function. One
was from the junior section,
three were from the boys section and two were from the girls
section. These were all funny
and the audience enjoyed them.
‚We really worked hard for
three weeks in performing rehearsals,‛ said Mariam Rehmam. ‚The audience enjoyed
our hilarious skit very much
and we got our reward in the
form of their laughter. All the
three Principals and Chief
Guest also praised our performance.‛
The chief guests of the event

were Brigadier Qazi Muhammad Nawaz and school founder
Madam Imtiaz Nawaz.
After all these activities,
Madam Nawaz’s husband, Mr.
Nawaz, was called upon the
stage to distribute prizes to the
position holders. The prizes
were arranged by the second
year students.
Mr. Nawaz also delivered a
speech to staff members and
students about continuing their
great efforts in making AlImtiaz Academy a great institution. When his speech ended,
Mr. Sidiqqui presented Mr.
Nawaz with a souvenir award.
After the program, attendees
enjoyed the tea party where
they got to mingle and congratulate the position holders.
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Madam Imtiaz Nawaz starts Academy with own efforts
B Y M ARIYA I LYAS
G UEST W R ITER

When many people reach
their dotage, the last thing
on their mind is fashion.
However, Madam Imtiaz
Nawaz, the founder of AlImtiaz Academy, still takes
pride in matching shoes and
earrings with her every outfit.
Madam Nawaz obtained
her early education from
Govind High School of Abbottabad. At the time, this
school was a Sikh school
because the subcontinent
had not been partitioned.
She then received her Bachelor’s in fine arts, Persian and
English from the Lahore
College for Women. Still
hungry for knowledge,
Madam Nawaz pursued a
post-graduate degree in
psychology from the Government College Lahore.
Studies did not keep
Madam Nawaz from marrying. She married Brigadier
Qazi Muhammad Nawaz, a
friend of her brother, at the
age of 24.
‚Of course my mother
wanted me to marry and I
also liked the person,‛ she
said. ‚It was a mutual sort

of thing.‛
At the time of their marriage, Mr. Nawaz was a major in the infantry. However,
he retired as a brigadier.
‚He *Mr. Nawaz+ is a real
gentleman,‛ said Madam
Nawaz. ‚He loved me all his
life and cared for me a lot.‛
From her marriage,
Madam Nawaz had four
children. Her eldest son is a
cardiologist while her
daughter, the second oldest,
is a pediatrician in the
United States. Her third son,
who was interested in business management, passed
with at the age of 32 due to
cancer. The fourth child
owns as shoe factory in Lahore.
‚I am lucky,‛ said
Madam Nawaz. ‚I had a
very happy married life and
very good children.‛
In 1986, at age 62, Madam
Nawaz got an idea to embark on a big project.
‚I as a teacher wanted to
do teach and my two doctor
children wanted to have a
health promotion,‛ said
Madam Nawaz, who added
that it was a ‚family idea‛ to
start a school.
‚I wanted to do this because my husband provided
me with everything,‛ she

said. ‚All the burden was
taken by him‛
‚I wanted to do this exclusively by my own efforts,‛ she added.
Even though Madam
Nawaz began the Al-Imtiaz
Academy with her own
private funds—about 3 lakh
rupees—she said that
‚family help was always
there.‛
‚My vision was to help
all those children who could
not afford high-grade education,‛ she said. ‚I wanted
to impart the best education
I could muster to follow.‛
Starting a school from
scratch, however, was not
an easy task. Using her fine
arts skills, she first designed
the school logo, ‚Aim
High,‛ which many people
often say looks like ‘Allah’
in Arabic. This was not intentional, she said.
Then, Madam Nawaz
had to find space, advertise
to people, and create a curriculum before her vision
could be implemented.
‚Before starting this
school, I went to America
and visited many schools,‛
said Madam Nawaz, who
meticulously observed the
setup and curriculum. She
also collected notes about

Mariya Ilyas, The Imtiazian

YOUNG IDEA: Madam Imtiaz Nawaz, here with granddaughter

Ayesha, started this Academy in 1986 with only 3 lakh rupees.
syllabi, teaching aides, and
other books.
Upon returning to Pakistan, Madam Nawaz had
high hopes for her school.
‚I had envisioned that I
should teach my children
Urdu and English at par but
then also Arabic,‛ she said.
When asked if she is
pleased with the Al-Imtiaz
Academy, which has now
expanded to three separate
buildings with a student
enrollment of 965, she
paused to think for a moment.
‚Well, one is never satis-

fied,‛ she began. ‚I have not
been able to achieve
*everything I wanted+.‛
Madam Nawaz hopes
that her granddaughter,
Ayesha Nawaz, carries on
her vision.
‚I feel that insAllah what
I have not completed, Ayesha will do,‛ she said.
Madam Nawaz, now 87,
has high hopes for the
school she started 25 years
ago.
‚I want this school to go
right up to the university
level one day,‛ she said.

Madam Parveen enjoys being around children
B Y H INA REHMAN
P EO PL E E D IT O R

There is a difference between excelling once and
adopting excellence as a habit.
It takes a lot of energy, focus
and will power to repeatedly
measure up to your own expectations, let alone the expectations of other people. But it
is not a challenge for a woman
named Madam Parveen Ibrahim who devoted her full life
for education.
Madam Ibrahim, the vice
principal of Al-Imtiaz Academy’s junior section, was born
on May 1. She got her high
school education from Government School, Abbottabad.
She then joined Army Burn
Hall in 1964 and taught kindergarten and class 1 there.
She retired as a vice principal
from Burn Hall in 1996.
Madam Ibrahim came to

Umer Rehman, The Imtiazian

BEING A KID: Madam Parveen Ibrahim is the principal of the

Junior Section of Al -Imtiaz Academy. She enjoys being around kids.
AIA because she was friends
with the founder of the school
Madam Imtiaz Nawaz since
the time of this country’s Independence.
‚I used to accompany my
sister and Madam Nawaz in

public procession, raising
slogans that read Pakistan ban
key raheyga – ‘Pakistan will be
formed,’‛ said Madam Ibrahim.
As a child, Madam Ibrahim wanted to take the medi-

cal route and become a doctor
so she could take science instead of humanities classes in
college. But life took her
down the teaching path.
‚I thoroughly enjoy being
with the children aged three
to eight,‛ said Madam Ibrahim, who loves working with
younger kids.
Madam Ibrahim has dedicated her life for education.
Though unmarried, Madam
Ibrahim gets to be around 360
kids every day.
Madam Ibrahim said the
best thing about AIA is that
there is a ‚pleasant environment and everyone is supported by chairperson and
principal.‛
Unlike other schools in
Abbottabad, ‚There is a limited number of teachers [at
AIA], the atmosphere is
friendly and my staff is more
like family,‛ she said. ‚They

are cooperative and they are
just always ready to do any
extra work beside academics.‛
Madam Ibrahim’s proudest moment as a principal is
when all the staff members
are present at school.
Aside from her life as an
educator, Madam Ibrahim
enjoys designing clothes,
gardening and doing artwork.
She likes to visit Karachi and
Lahore, but prefers to stay in
the beautiful, mountainous
Abbottabad. Thomas Hardey
is her favorite writer while
Noor Jahan is her favorite
singer. Madam Ibrahim said
that when she was in college,
Noor Jahan was known as
one of the best singers of the
time.
Madam Ibrahim has three
surviving sisters. One sister
lives in Canada and other two
are in Pakistan.
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Principal Majid Siddiqui never wears same tie again
B Y H INA REHMAN
P EO PL E E D IT O R

Photography means
‚light in write.‛ It does not
refer to the fact of capturing
scenes, taking camera to
photoshop and developing
a picture. The main and
most important stage of
photography is developing
a picture and I know a person who know this technique beside many other
techniques. He knows how
pictures are developed
without camera. The man is
none other than Mr. Majid
Hussain Siddiqui, son of
Bunyad Hussain Siddiqiu.
He was born on July 15,
1927. He was interested in
photography as his father
was a good photographer.
He passed his matric
from Islamia High School
Budaun UP India. He
passed F.A, B.A from Barriely College, Barriely. He
did M.Ed from Government
training college, Allahabad.
At the time of independence, he was the student of
government training college
Allahabad.
On August 15,1947 all
the students of Government
training collegeassembled in
the college hall, Principal

Samia Saeed, The Imtiazian

CAPTURING LIFE: Girls Section principal, Mr. Majid Hussain Siddiqui, sits at his office. On his
desk are scrapbooks, photo albums and sketch books that include his hard work.
and staff enter in a perception, large portrait of Mohatma Gandi was invealed
by the Principal (Dr. Ibadur
Rehman). All the staff and
the students saluted the
picture.
When he received his
BEd degree it was written in
very difficult Hindi. Then
he joined Allahbad University.then he migrated to
Pakistan with his younger
brother by a ship. Then he
served one year in Model
school and then he joined

Serai Alamgir, Jhelum.
Then he joined Cantt Public
school in Peshawar.
He got married in
1950and have two daughters and one son. He got a
scholarship to study in
American university Barut
Lubnan.
In 96, he joined Abbottabad Public School (APS) as
a house master then promoted to Vice Principal and
last principal.‛I consider
teaching a mission not a
profession,‛ said Siddiqui.

He served as a principal in
Jadah School, SA from 1987
to 1990.
Then he joined Al-Imtiaz
Academy in April 1990 as a
principal since then and
teaching English to 1st and
2nd year. ‚My father was a
teacher, my daughter Samina is also teaching in AlImtiaz Academy in junior
section. My son Dr. Noman
is also a teacher in Ayub
Medical College. yet I am
teaching the third generation‛ Siddiqui. Teaching is

also his hobby. ‚Teaching is
in my blood,‛ said Siddiqui.
His hobbies are reading
Urdu and English literature,
photography, poetry, painting, listening music (soft
music), travelling. He had
visited many countries like
U.K, Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, Iraq, Iran, Saudi Arabia and he spent there three
years. He had done three
Hajj and many Omras. All
the beautiful places in the
Northern area of Pakistan
like Kaghan, Skardu and
Shangilla. He is very conscious about his dressing.
He had never wear a tie
which does not matches to
his suit.
He said, ‚I like my job, I
feel young in the company
of young boys and girls. I
am proud of my students
who also respect me. My
students include generals,
ministers,

doctors,

engi-

neers, architects, businessmen and even the late
Prime

Minister

Shakaut

Aziz—he was may faithful.

Retired army Colonel leads AIA Boys High School
BY ABDUL BASIT
F EA T U RE S E D IT O R

He is a retired army colonel. He is strict disciplinarian. If anyone violates the
rules he get punished or
fined. He is very loving and
caring. He speaks very politely.
Boys High School principal Syed Muhammad Mushtaq Shah was born on October 11, 1942. He was leader
of all students in school activities. He was the best student in his school. He was a
Scholarship holder in
NWFP. He got his basic education from different schools
of Abbottabad. He is a
graduate from Peshawar
University.
‚My aim of life was to
become a Civil Service Officer,‛ said Colonel Mushtaq.
He got commission in
army in 1964. He served in
Pakistan army for more than

32 years. He took part in
1965 and 1971 wars against
India at Chawinda near
Sialkot.
‚I was awarded by many
service medals such as Tamgha-e-Imtiaz and Sitara-eImtiaz and many others,‛
explained Colonel Mushtaq.
His service records show
that he was very dedicated,
determined and hard working as an army officer.
Colonel Mushtaq gained
operational, management
and command experience
through different courses.
He was outstanding teacher
in these three courses.
Courses are promotion examination;
parachute
courses and command
courses.
He was directed by chairman of Al-Imtiaz Academy
to start the boys section of
the Al-Imtiaz Academy.
‚My favorite celebrity is
Our Prophet (PBUH),‛ he

Inayatuallah Khan, The Al -Imtiazian

STRICK BUT POLITE: Principal of Boys High School, Colonel Muhammad Mushtaq, wanted to
become a Civil Service Officer when he was young. He served in the military for 32 years.
said.
Colonel Mushtaq likes
to stay fit and enjoys many
different sports. He started
playing golf when he was 46
years old and has even won
many cups for it. He played

hockey and cricket in university level, but now he
likes cricket more than
hockey.
‚All moments in his life
were happy moments,‛ he
said. ‚However, specifi-

cally, I can say the moment
when I was doing tawaf-ewida during my pilgrimage
[to Mecca] was the happiest
moment in my life.‛
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Former student reflects on life at BHS
B Y H AM Z A Q URE S HI
G UEST W R ITER

I graduated from my wonderful alma mater, the AlImtiaz Academy Boy High
School (AIA BHS), in [year]. It
is great honor to be published
in my high school’s first
newspaper. I am humbled for
the opportunity to reflect on
my experience as a student at
AIA BHS.
AIA BHS was founded in
1986. It consists of an old
building located on Mansehra
Road Supply, Abbottabad.
Boys who pass fifth grade
from Girls High School (GHS)
are promoted to BHS.
Life at BHS is tougher than
life at GHS. Colonel Syed
Mushtaq, the principal of the
institute, is a strict disciplinarian. His authoritarian nature
comes from his experience in
the military. He disciplined us
to be firm followers of rules
and regulations of the school.
In addition, he taught us to
have strong moral character.
One such rule—that many
students found annoying—
was that boys could play on
the school ground until it was
their class’s turn. Furthermore, we were allowed to
play only handball or volley-

ball because the playground
was not large or suitable
enough for any other sporting
activity.
I feel that the teachers at
BHS are also stricter than the
teachers at GHS. For example,
there were severe consequences for not being punctual or working hard in every
subject. The homework and
the class work had to be completed on time. And if your
notebook copies were not neat
and clean, then you faced
punishment by the teachers.
The principal and the staff
stressed the importance of
participating in extracurricular activities as well. For example, students were encouraged to take part in the Naat
and Qirat competitions as
well as Urdu and English
debate competitions, all of
which were held a healthy,
competitive environment.
These activities are so important that the school adjusted
its schedule to create a ‚Zero
Period‛ in which students can
prepare for these competitions. The students, in the
supervision of their class
teachers, prepare themselves
in Zero Period.
My favorite memory from
BHS is Sports Day, a day of

fun games, exercise, and
healthy competition. Sports
Day consists of a student
march past the honorable
guests, class-wise physical
training display, tug of war
between two teams of healthy
students and then final
matches of handball and volleyball between classes. At the
end of the day, certificates
and prizes are distributed to
the winning students.
In retrospect, I learned a lot
from my time at BHS. The
principal greatly emphasized
good conduct and discipline.
At AIA, academics aren’t everything. The school highly
emphasizes moral character,
self-esteem, and discipline—
qualities that will take you far
in life. If you are a good student but fail to follow school
rules, then life in BHS could
be tough for you. But if you
don’t break the rules and are a
little weak in studies, then
you will still be spared and
your time in BHS will be
streamline.
In short one can say life in
BHS is full hard work and
continuous struggle but still
enjoyable.
The skills I learned at BHS
were life skills.

English teacher dedicated to teaching at Academy
B Y H ALEEMA K HALID
W EB M A N A G E R

Ms. Riffat Mushtaq is an
English teacher at the Al-Imtiaz
Academy (AIA) since 1996. She
is very pretty and has a very
nice personality, but even then,
she did not get married and
devoted herself to teaching.
‚I enjoy teaching very
much,‛ she said.
At AIA’s Annual Day held in
December, Ms. Mushtaq was
honored with the Best Teacher
Award.
Ms. Mushtaq is a very strict
teacher but a humble person at
heart. She has a Master’s degree
in English and Education.
‚When I joined AIA, I was
inexperienced and was waiting
for my M. Ed. result,‛ said Ms.
Mushtaq. ‚At that time, Madam
Nawaz was quite active and in
good health, and she used to
teach English to 9th and 10th
classes.‛
Ms. Mushtaq has been teaching at AIA for 15 years and
enjoys working at this school.
‚AIA is one of the best institutes in Abbottabad,‛ she said.
‚In past I thought a lot of
times going to some other institute when I think of salary but
Madam Nawaz’s love, sincerity,
devotion, school’s environment
and students’ love stopped me
every time.‛

Ms. Mushtaq said she is
grateful to principal Muhammad Hussain Siddiqui who has
taught her many things at AIA.
‚Principal Siddiqui is the
person from whom I learned a
lot,‛ said Ms. Mushtaq, who
now teaches classes 8, 9 and 10.
‚I used to teach second grade
and in the beginning, I faced
many problems such as how to
control mischievous students,‛
she recalled.
‚He *Siddiqui+ used to come
in my class [to observe] and
after I delivered my lectures, he
would share with me another
interesting manner to teach the
same topic,‛ Ms. Mushtaq continued.
Ever since then, Ms. Mushtaq
prepares her lectures in the
same way that principal Siddiqui does. She also preplans all
her daily lessons now.
Ms. Mushtaq said her teaching career has taught her many
things, including life lessons.
‚I acknowledged one thing,
that practice makes a man perfect,‛ she said. ‚I have learned a
lot from my senior colleagues as
well.‛
Ms.Mushtaq advises her
students that, ‚the main objective of the student is to concentrate on studies to fulfill his or
her goal, respect teachers and be
discipline.‛
Ms. Mushtaq, who belongs to
the Tanoli family, adopted her

Samia Saeed, The Imtiazian

nephew Usman Imtiaz and
niece Sadia Imtiaz and serves as
a mother to them.
In her spare time, she likes to
read books and watch Shakespeare dramas on the Internet.
Her father SSP Mushtaq
Ahmad retired from police in
1993 and passed away in 2003
from a heart attack. Her mother
died seven months ago due to
kidney failure. Ms. Mushtaq
has five siblings, but she recently experienced another
tragedy.
‚My eldest brother, Ashfaq
Ahmad, was also serving in
police as D.SP in special branch
Abbottabad,‛ shared Ms.
Mushtaq. ‚He died of heart
attack a month ago.‛
‚I miss my parents and
brother very much,‛ she said.
‚May Allah rest their souls in
peace.‛

W ED N ES D AY , A UG US T 1 0 , 2 0 1 1

Ayesha Nawaz caught
between two cultures

Mariya Ilyas, The Imtiazian

MIXING CULTURES: Ms. Ayesha Nawaz, granddaughter of founder
of AIA, with her two children, Mariyam, 3, and Safiya, 6 months.
B Y W AJIHA K HURS HID
B LOG E D ITOR

Ayesha Nawaz visited her
gra ndm o t he r’s e st a blishe d
school, Al-Imtiaz Academy, in
ninth grade to complete a painting project.
‚This was my first volunteer
experience for Al-Imtiaz,‛ said
Ms. Nawaz. ‚It was really enjoyable to spend a month of my
summer holidays painting every
day.‛
The 6 by 5-foot painting,
‚Enchanted Forest‛ was a summer project for one month in
which Ms. Nawaz participated.
The painting looks like a scene
from a children’s storybook. A
fairy, deep in thought, is sitting
on a mushroom outside tree
houses of her animal friends. A
full moon in the background
illuminates the scene.
‚When the project was finished, my sisters, cousins and I
were elated to present it to the
junior section with the hopes that
the children would be inspired to
imagine all the wonderful possibilities in an enchanted forest
world,‛ said Ms. Nawaz.
‚I believe one of the most
beautiful gifts granted to the
human brain is imagination,‛ she
added.
Ms. Nawaz received her
Bachelor’s in political economics
from Colorado College. She completed a master’s degree in Middle Eastern history from American University, Cairo. She also
has a teacher license in Secondary
Education, Social Studies from
the University of Colorado. She is
certified in intermediate Arabic
from the Arabic Language Institute in Fez Morocco.
Ms. Nawaz does a lot different
things for the school, including
teaching and fundraising.
In 1997, Ms. Nawaz took six
months off from college to volunteer at AIA.
‚This was my first real experience teaching,‛ said Ms. Nawaz,
who worked with KG-Class 5 on
projects that complimented their
curriculum.
Ms. Nawaz was born in Pakistan and moved to America at
age 7. She has lived most of her
life in America and considers
both places her home.

‚Every society is different,‛
said Ms. Nawaz. ‚I can’t say I
like one better than the other.‛
Ms. Nawaz say that it gives a
false impression to generalize
the educational systems of the
two countries.
‚There are some very great
schools in the US and there are
also slum areas where schools
buildings stand dilapidated and
roofs leak when it rains,‛ said
Ms. Nawaz.
‚The education system in
both countries is deeply connected to economic class and
therefore, education and social
justice are closely linked,‛ said
Ms. Nawaz, who added that the
biggest difference between the
two school systems is in Pakistan, funding for public schools
is very low.
Ms. Nawaz married a Canadian man, Dawud, in 2003
when she was 25 years old.
Ms. Nawaz first met Dawud
when he was invited to give a
talk at the University of Denver
in Colorado. He was later invited to give workshops at a
school in Denver and that is
when he first visited Ms.
Nawaz’s family. Soon afterward, the couple got engaged.
Ms. Nawaz married according to Islamic tradition.
‚I wore a langa and my husband woresherwani,‛ said Ms.
Nawaz, who now has two
daughters, Mariyam, 3, and
Safiya, 6 months.
As far as the religion of the
children is concerned, Ms.
Nawaz said she would like for
her daughters to walk ‚on the
way of Islam.‛
The rigid society of Pakistan
does not look highly upon people, especially women, who
marry outside of their culture or
religion.
Because Ms. Nawaz has
worked in many places, she
said she ‚grew up in global
culture‛ and does not feel the
pressure of Pakistani society.
‚I have many hopes for our
school and dream that we may
create thoughtful world citizens
who are life-long learners, socially conscious, and upholders
of great moral integrity,‛ said
Ms. Nawaz.
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ENTERTAINMENT
Abbottabad offers many picnic spots, places to hang out
B Y SHERYAR J AMIL
S PO R T S E D IT O R

Abbottabad is a beautiful
city. Did you know that Abbottabad marks the beginning of
the famous Silk Road route that
led to China during the postclassical era?
Most people recognize Abbottabad as the ‚City of
Schools‛ due to its abundance
of schools and colleges. Others
call it the ‚City of Pines‛ because it is full of pine trees.
Abbottabad is very scenic with
picturesque mountains and
greenery.
Unlike other crowded,
noisy, and dusty cities, Abbottabad is an enjoyable place. It
has many picnic spots in which
people can relax and have a
good time. Here are some of
the most popular places of this
gorgeous, mountainous city.
Naran Valley
Located in Kaghan Valley,
Naran is the busiest and most
visited place by tourists in
Pakistan. I had the pleasure to
visit this wonderful place last
summer. Even though the road
leading to Naran is not in good
condition, the journey is made
beautiful by the glacier views.
People from countries all
over the world visit Naran due
to its breathtaking beauty of
glaciers on top mountains. The
Kunhar River is surrounded by
Naran’s gorgeous hills. Naran
is a perfect spot for movieshooting or picture-taking. One
of Naran’s many attractions is

‘Saiful Maluk,’a lake with an
altitude of 10,578 feet above sea
level. Saiful Maluk is amongst
one of the highest lakes in
Pakistan. Another attraction is
Malika Parbat (‚Queen of the
Mountains‛), which is
17,356 feet tall. It is the highest
peak all of Kaghan Valley.
Over the years, however,
there has been an increase in
pollution in Naran. I believe
the government should pay
more attention and provide
funds to preserve this beautiful
valley.
Nathia Gali
Nathia Gali is an ideal spot
for tourism in the summer.
There is greenery everywhere.
Nathia Gali is like a forest in
which you can relax and spend
quality time with family and
friends. I really enjoy horseback riding when I go there.
Due to high tourism, there is
good hotel accommodation for
visitors.
There is also a small, busy
market that is always occupied
with serving hungry people.
Nathia Gali is a great place for
people who love nature. The
thing I don’t like about this
place is the increase in deforestation because it is diminishing
the natural beauty of Nathia
Gali. New construction is also
harming its natural environment.
Muree
Murree is one of the top 10
picnic spots in Pakistan. And it
should be. It is a very attractive
place for tourism because of its

street vendors also compete for
business by selling roasted
corn, kulfi ice-cream, or other
snacks. As a teenager, I still
enjoy going to Lady Garden
and playing with my cousins.

Courtesy of Colonel Mushtaq

NATHIA GALI: Nathia Gali is among the most popular tourist spots
in Abbottabad. AIA takes a school trip there every year.
nature beauty and lots of
greenery. I love to travel to
Murree, especially in the summer or in snowfall. Murree is a
good place to visit with family
during vacation time.
Whenever I go to Murree, I
always see animals such as
monkeys, donkeys, oxen,
goats, and horses on the roadside. If I were to say Murree is
a part of Heaven, then I don’t
think I would be wrong.
Ilyasi Mosque
When I first visited the Ilyasi
Mosque, I thought it was a
great place of worship which
beautifully showed the Hazara
heritage. The Ilyasi Mosque is
best known for its clean fresh
water throughout the year.
The mosque also exhibits
unique architectural designs.
Ilyasi Mosque is built in a

prime location in Abbottabad,
with lots of different shops
around it. The hot pakoras of
Ilyasi Mosque are especially
famous all over the country.
An interesting fact about Ilyasi
Mosque is that it was built
without iron rods.
Lady Garden
When I was young, I used
to go with my father to Cantonment Plaza and stop by the
park located just outside of it.
This park is called ‚Lady Garden‛ and is located on government property and is therefore
very big. It has many slides
and swings to keep the little
kids busy. Elder people enjoy
sitting on the benches in the
shade of beautiful, big trees.
People enjoy chit-chat food
from the snack bar located
within the park. Sometimes

Herno
Herno is a famous picnic
spot for families. Herno is
about 10 kilometers from Abbottabad on Nathia Gali Road.
Herno is the hub of activity for
small villages around it. It is
surrounded by mountains with
a flowering river in between.
Herno can be considered an
amusement park with a ferris
wheel, small roller coasters, a
mary-go-around for little kids,
as well as a rocking boat. I go
to Herno every Sunday at 5
p.m. with my family. There,
we swim in water and play.
We also sit in the flying boat
that swings back and forth.
The thrill comes from the fact
that there are no seat belts for
any of these rides so people are
taking a risk when they decide
to enjoy them.
Herno has small food shops
and lots of vendors that sell
pakoras, kebab, tikkas, corn, and
other tasty things. My personal
favorite food in Herno are the
hot, spicy and tasty pakoras.
Herno is a place of recreation
and enjoyment for people of
every age group.
Abbottabad is a marvelous
city to live in. It is full of
beauty and breathtaking scenery. If you ever get a chance,
be sure to visit all of these
picnic spots with your loved
ones.

Competition helps improve English Usmania restaurant offers
BY LAIBA QAISER
C OP Y E D I TO R
The English Speech Competition is an annual event held
for junior classes at the AlImtiaz Academy (AIA). This
competition is an opportunity
for students to show off and
improve their written and spoken English skills.
This event is made possible
due to the hard work of teachers, parents, and students themselves. Students enthusiastically
write speeches on many different topics, such as qualities of a
good human, national unity,
and the merits and demerits of
coeducation. Other topics such
‘let us fanaticize life without a
man or woman’ allow students
to get creative and imaginative.
‚I really worked hard for
getting as much knowledge on

my topic as possible and I really
enjoyed being a part of such a
healthy and fair competition,‛
said Maryam Hassan.
The purpose of the English
Speech Competition is to improve
students’ knowledge and practice
of English. The skills to read,
write, and speak English are very
important as English is the universal language.
In Pakistani schools, English is
a required subject for all students.
Knowing English has social merits in our society: it could mean
admission into better schools,
interviews for high-paying jobs,
and even a greater social status.
After graduation, AIA students gain admission into respected college institutions of
Abbottabad. One reason for such
high acceptance rate of AIA students into these great schools is
that they have strong English.

Because of this tradition, our
administration, particularly our
principal, takes keen interest in
the English competition.
The competition is held internally in which students of
two upper classes become
‚rivals.‛ Teams whose speeches
are the best then win prizes.
The English Speech Competition also helps students improve their public speaking
skills and increase their confidence and self-esteem.
In school, teachers help all
students with their speeches by
providing them with materials
such as books, poems, and
other quotable material. This
ensures that all students, regardless of their socioeconomic
background, has an equal opportunity to participate in the
competition without feeling left
out or poorly prepared.

best steam roast, service
BY AZHAR AWAN
G U E ST W R I TE R
Usmania is a fantastic restaurant located in Mandian, Mansehra Road, Abbottabad. In my
opinion, it is the best restaurant
in Abbottabad.
I have been to Usmania
many times with my family and
we all really enjoy it. The restaurant has a great atmosphere
with a relaxing setting. The
working staff is also very cooperative and polite.
Usmania’s food is delicious.
My family and I especially love
its biryani and seekh kabab with
roghni nan and raita. But Usmania’s most popular dish is steam
roast which is uncommon in

most places.
Usmania’s menu doesn’t stop
there. It offers a wide range of
Pakistani dishes as well as other
authentic cuisines. There is
something for everyone at Usmania.
Usmania also rents halls for
many different occasions including birthday parties and
wedding functions such mehndi,
barat or walima. You can also
rent the space for a school function or a conference meeting.
The prices for these are flexible
as well.
Visiting Abbottabad and
need a place to buy delicious
food at cheap prices? Then stop
by Usmania. Don’t forget to try
the famous steam roast!
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Friends don't stab each other’s backs

B

efore May 2, no one knew of our beautiful and peace-

ful city, Abbottbad. After the killing of the most wanted terrorist, Osama bin Laden, in a compound on Pakistan Military
Academy (PMA) Raod, Abbottabad is now infamously
known as ‘Osamabad.’
In 1988, bin Laden founded Al-Qaeda, a terrorist network
of extremists. On September 11, 2001, Al-Qaeda is said to
have bombed the U.S. World Trade Centers in New York,
killing nearly 3,000 people in the attacks. Since then, bin
Laden has been on the list of top 10 most wanted terrorists of
the world.
On May 2, three American helicopters flew in at night
from Mansehra and attacked bin Laden’s hiding compound.
Members of America’s Central Intelligence Agency (CIA)
shot bin Laden and took his dead body to the United States as
proof. Even though no images or videos were released to
media for the world to see, bin Laden was confirmed to be
dead by DNA tests.
We take issue with the fact that America failed to recognize Pakistan’s sovereignty. The U.S. forces entered our country without informing our government. If America considers
Pakistan its ally, then it should know that Pakistan would
support her in every pursuit. The Pakistani government had
already publicly promised to help America find Osama bin
Laden wherever he was. Yet, America still did not consider
collaborating with Pakistan. Good friends don’t stab each
other’s backs.
By not consulting the Pakistani government, America embarrassed and humiliated our country. The world thinks we
were hiding bin Laden. This view makes Pakistan look like
terrorist-brewing nation, and this is not okay.
Furthermore, it was recently discovered that CIA members
operated a deceptive scheme to gain access to bin Laden’s
compound. CIA, along with some Pakistani heath workers,
set up a station for polio drops. By going door to door, they
not only vaccinated citizens but also implanted a bug chip—
the source of their satellite communication—in Osama’s
house. This is also how they were able to take the DNA of bin
Laden for confirmatory testing.
This behavior is also unacceptable. It is unethical to vaccinate someone by lying about one’s true credentials or identity. We understand that these measures may have seemed
necessary to obtain information about bin Laden, but the fact
of the matter is they destroyed Pakistan’s sovereignty as a
result.
How would America react if Inter-Services Intelligence
(ISI) members violate medical ethics and vaccinate its citizens? Not very positively we don’t think.
We don’t disagree with capturing an evil man. We disagree the methods America utilized to achieve that goal.
America owes an apology to its friend, Pakistan.

Check out student blog at:
aiajournalism2011.blogspot.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Impressed with student
enthusiasm, hard work
Dear Editor:
It was a great delight to
see many students of different grades willingly to join
journalism program that
was started at this school in
late June. Though we had
summer vacations at our
institution, about 15 students willingly came to
school on their own to learn
a new subject. I am impressed with Bowdoin College student Ms. Mariya
Ilyas who conducted this
whole program with dedication and passion.
Our students were enthusiastic during this learning experience. They
learned a lot from lectures
given in the classroom and
the visit to the Dawn newspaper in Islamabad. The
students asked many great
questions about journalism
to the journalists and editors
there. They also showed
great interest in learning
about the outdated and latest technologies of printing
machines.
Finally, it was wonderful
to see students step up to
leadership roles by applying
to different posts for their
own newspaper, The Imtiazian. This newspaper is the

outcome of efforts by Ms.
Mariya and each and every
student who committed to
this program. I am happy to
be part of this program.
I hope that Al-Imtiaz
Academy continues to have
more programs like this one
to give our students confidence that they are capable
of doing whatever they
want if they are determined.
Students should be extremely proud of establishing this newspaper and
grateful to Ms. Mariya for
making it possible.
Sincerely,
Mrs. Yasnin
English teacher, BHS

Congrats on first issue
Dear Editor,
Congratulations! I couldn't be more proud of my
sister Mariya Ilyas and all of
you students for the hard
work you have put into the
first publication of The Imtazian. I have been following your blog, ‚Telling the
Truth About the World,‛
and I must say, I am very
impressed with your work
this summer. You have been
given not a golden, but
platinum, opportunity to
learn journalism, and tell

T HE

the truth.
I remember when I first
took journalism class in
high school. Like many of
you, I had no idea what
journalism was or why it
was important. Journalism
is the essence of a peaceful
society. I hope that you, as
young journalists and citizens of this world, take responsibility for ensuring
peace. Although I was unable to pursue journalism, I
have deep appreciation for
journalists for their courage
in taking risks to inform us.
There’s a famous Chinese
proverb, ‚a journey of thousand miles begins with a
single step.‛ You have taken
the first step of a lifelong
journey that will teach you
more things than you can
imagine. The rest will come
with hard work, passion,
determination and thirst for
more knowledge.
You are fortunate to have
had my sister as a teacher
this summer. She is very
passionate about journalism
and I know this means a lot
to her. I hope you got to see
that passion in her teaching.
I wish you the best of luck
in continuing this paper. Go
on, the world is waiting for
you.
Sincerely,
Maryum Ilyas

I I MTIAZIAN

The Imtizian is a student-run publication dedicated to providing news and information relevant to the Al-Imtiaz
community. The Imtiazian aims to follow professional journalism standards and ethics in writing and reporting. This
publication is committed to serving as an open forum for thoughtful and diverse discussion and debate on issues of
interest to the Al-Imtiaz community.
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Hazara should break away from KP, form separate district
B Y MAZHAR T ANOLI
P EO PL E E D IT O R

After years of demands
and
complains
by
Pakhtoons, people of Afghanistan,
Pakistan’s
Northwestern
Frontier
Province (NWFP) was officially renamed as Khyber
Pakhtoonkhwa (KP). The
Parliamentary Committee
on Constitutional Reforms
(PCCR) signed into law
this name change in the
first week of April 2010,
making it the 18th Amendment.
When the Indian subcontinent was colonized,
the British rulers named
the northwestern part of
their empire NWFP for

convenience after bringing
together their entire empire
as a single administrative
unit. NWFP is commonly
known as Sarhad in Urdu.
However, the Pushtospeaking Pakhtoons do not
like or accept the name
NWFP.
Because
the
Pakhtoons
compose
a
slight majority, about 58
percent, in Sarhad, they
demand the province name
be changed to something
relating to them.
The Pakhtoons argue
that NWFP is not a name
but a mere location. They
question, ‚Panjabis have
Punjab and Sindhis have
Sindh. Then why can’t
Pakhtoons have a province
name belonging to them?‛
To maintain their prow-

BHS needs bigger
library space, desks
B Y I NAYAT ULLAH K HAN
B LOG E D ITOR

At the Boys High School,
we have a very small library.
In fact, it is not even a
‚library‛ by the traditional
sense. It is simply a bunch of
cupboards located in an old,
empty classroom. There are
no desks in there for students
to quietly read or do school
work. I’m not even sure if
there is a proper check-out
system. In either case, we
need a bigger library.
I think our ‚library‛ has
about 500 books in it. Perhaps
it has a lot of storybooks,
some course textbooks, a few
dictionaries, and an outdated
encyclopedia—if we are
lucky. As a respected institute
in Abbottabad, I am disappointed that BHS does not
have proper space available
for a library, a very important
resource to teachers and students. Our library should take
importance above all other
classrooms because it is supposed to be learning and
teaching institute for everyone.
A library is a very useful
resource to have in every
school because it contains
books that provide us with
knowledge. Books give us
new information; they teach
us new things; they help expand our imagination; and
they help us improve our
knowledge about everything

in the world.
During library period or in
free period, some students
take advantage of books available to them. Majority of the
boys, however, do not think
our library is a welcoming
space as it lacks cleanliness,
decorations, and a comfortable space for sitting.
I propose the following to
the school administration.
Firstly, our library should be
relocated to a bigger space so
that maximum students can
take advantage of the books
and resources available in
there. Secondly, the space
should be big enough so that
students can benefit from
sitting at desks and researching on computers. Thirdly,
and this goes without saying,
our library should order more
books so that our collection
can increase and students
have lots of options to read
different kinds of books.
Books should be both in Urdu
and English; perhaps we can
even have two sections.
The school isn’t to blame
entirely, however. Students
also bear the blame for our
poor library. If we showed
enough interest in reading,
then the demand for an improved library would be
higher. This would encourage
the administration to take this
issue seriously and spend
funds on enlarging the library.

ess and pride for being in
the majority, Pakhtoons
proposed names such as
Pakhtoonkhwa, Pashtoonistan and even Afgania.
Ethnic minorities such
as Hazarawals living
in this region strongly
reject these names
because it could lead
to more power in the
hands of Pakhtoons.
According
to
NWFP government,
68 percent of people
in the province speak
Pashto while only 18
percent speak Hindko or
Seraki. As a Hazara myself,
I believe it is only fair that
the minority’s voice be
heard also. So what if the
Pakhtoons are in the majority? The Hazara people

have been living in NWFP
equally as long as the
Pakhtoons have. Everyone
knows that majority always wins because there
are more numbers. This is

KP has a total of seven divisions, Hazara being one
of them. Hazara, located
along the famous Karakorum Highway and bordered by the Indus River,
is further broken down
into five districts—
Abbottabad, Batgram,
Haripur, Kohistan and
Manshera. Thus, making Hazara a separate
district is geographically possible.
There are two simple solutions to this
name debate. We can
either change back the
name
of
Khyber
Pakhtoonkhwa to NWFP
so everyone is happy or
claim Hazara as a separate
province. I think the latter
one is more reasonable.

“The Hazara people have been
living in NWFP equally as long as
the Pakhtoons.”

an unfair rule because it
does not take into account
the people in the minority.
I request that Hazara
become a separate province so that it is not under
the control of Pakhtoons.

Saleem Shahzad dies for telling truth
B Y M A H NO O R
Q URESHI

Syed Saleem Shahzad, a
journalist for the Asian
Times wrote widely for
leading European and Asian
media. He was a man with
international profile and
wrote with great interest.
On May 27, Shahzad was
kidnapped by unknown
people because he wrote an
article about the links between the Karachi police
and Al Qaeda, a terrorist
organization. After three
days, his dead body, showing marks of torture, was
found near Islamabad. The
brutal murder of Shahzad
caught the attention of journalists around the world.
According to Geo News,
before his death, Shahzad
had written, ‚If I am killed,
the people behind my murder will be the I.S.I.‛ Moreover, President of All Pakistan Newspaper Society
(APNS) Hameed Haroonsaid that Shahzad told him
he was receiving threats
from the I.S.I, according to
The Express Tribune.
The death of Shahzad is
not the first incident of this
kind. Many journalists were
killed during the past three
years. In fact, the death toll
of journalists tops 45, yet
government has failed to
catch the killers of any of
them. It is true that journalism by nature involves risks,

but the government should
do its doe and bring to justice those responsible for
silence these truth tellers.
Pakistan’s
journalism
should be flourishing, but in
reality, it is getting worse
day by day. If this continues
to happen, it can negatively
affect Pakistan’s future, its
people and youth.
Pakistan is said to be a
democratic country where
everyone has a right to raise
his or her voice, a voice for
their rights, a voice for
speaking out, and most importantly, a voice to tell the
truth. But unfortunately,
speaking up for the truth
nowadays is deadly. A
country where free press
does not exist is not a democracy at all. It is totalitarianism.
If journalists themselves
cannot do their duty, then
what will become of the
future of journalism in Pakistan? Where will people get
the truth? Will people have
access to true information at
all? Will our society be left
under the rock?
Journalism is a profession
in which journalists help
spread the truth to civilians.
Journalists, as citizens and
servicemen, try to seek the
truth in the world. If journalists in Pakistan are killed
day by day, then what will
become of this country?
Why are we purposefully
hindering our society from
progress?

Do we know why
Shahzad was murdered? He
was murdered because he
was a journalist. The murder
of Shahzad is not a murder
of a journalist, but rather the
murder of truth and humanity. Sometimes people forget
the meaning of humanity
the manner of living in the
world. I ask why.
Where is the state machinery whose responsibility
is to protect the life, property and honor of the citizens of this country? How
long will those who are
seeking to tell the truth or
searching for the facts keep
paying with their lives? I
sincerely request people not
to forget humanity and
snatch a person’s right.
This summer I learned
that journalism is the link
between government and
people. From the Dawn field
trip, I learned that journalism is important because it
holds power accountable for
its actions. The government
should not interfere with
free media because it distorts the truth. The sole job
of the government is to fulfill its duties with honesty. If
our elected officials did this,
there would be no corruption and hence the need to
print articles that reveal
such scandals.
One thing is for sure:
Shahzad’s efforts in seeking
the truth for his country will
not be forgotten. He died for
other journalists.
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Girls Section lacks cleanliness BHS canteen too small,
BY LAIBA QAISER
C OP Y E D I TO R

It’s not a new fact that
cleanliness is related to good
health. The simple truth is
that a clean environment
improves one’s health. Our
surroundings play an important role in our lives and
should therefore always be
sanitary. Our school is a
second home to us, but I feel
some parts of it lack cleanliness.
Our religion Islam highly
stresses the importance of
cleanliness. Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W.) said
cleanliness is half of our
faith. Dirty surroundings
cause pollution and contamination, which can then
lead to life-threatening diseases.
Overall, my school is
very neat, but its toilets, not
so much. An awful smell is
always present in our bathrooms. The odor is so disgusting and has been
around for so long, I think
it’s permanent. No air refresher in the world can

eliminate this stinky smell.
Only intense cleaning of the
pumping and sewage system as well as the pipes can
get rid of this smell.
If the smell was not unbearable enough, wait until
you read the things written
on the walls. The inappropriate comments and curse
words in various different
handwritings are beautifully
displayed for you enjoy.
And no one has made an
effort to clean them yet.
I find this behavior highly
immature. This should not
be in the character of students studying at this prestigious institution. Such
vandalism of school property cannot be tolerated or
accepted. I request that all
students and staff using
school bathrooms to please
take care of it instead of
damaging it.
Lastly, our school does
not have clean water to
drink, let alone to wash our
hands after using the bathroom. There are dead insects
and other organisms floating in water tanks. I have

personally encountered
mosquitoes, flies, and even
frogs in the water tank. No
wonder so many students
bring their own water bottles from their homes. It
would be childish of me to
demand clean water without
pointing out the fact that
access to clean water is a
problem in all of Pakistan,
not just our school. Still, the
school administration needs
to make a greater effort in
ensuring the tanks are clean
of dirty things.
I realize that some of
things I am requesting are
beyond the control of the
administration, but I feel
that if students, staff, and
the administration do not
work together to fix the
problem of cleaner toilets,
then everyone will get sick.
Lack of care to our school’s
cleanliness could lead to
harmful illnesses.
It is the responsibility of
everyone—administration,
teachers, and students—to
help make our school a
cleaner and healthier place
to be.

should be organized
B Y SHAHAB ADNAN
O PI N I N O S E D IT O R

When the recess bell rings,
students are excited to take a
break from studying all day.
People like me look forward
getting a snack from the canteen to get energy for the remainder of the school day.
But even that is a hassle because canteen at the Boys
High School (BHS) is very
small.
There is always a big line
outside the canteen. This is
not surprising because who
doesn’t want a snack for some
extra energy? After all, studies
and teachers at Al-Imtiaz
Academy are very strict. If
you don’t eat anything
throughout the day, then God
knows how you will hold up
in the classroom.
The problem is that our
canteen is like a shoebox.
There is only one shopkeeper
in it, and he always looks
puzzled. What’s more, upperclass students hold the right
to be served first. Instead of
standing in line like everyone
else, these seniors enjoy the
liberty of entering the shoebox
to buy their snacks. Because of
these Honorable Majesties, we
commoners have to wait extra
long in line.
There are about 400 students at BHS. Granted not
every student buys a snack
during recess, but those that

do, feel frustrated that they
cannot get a bag of Lays
Magic Masala. Even if every
student in line spent less than
a minute buying his or her
snacks, the whole line would
not be served because our
break is only 30 minutes long.
The canteen is also disorganized. For example, if you
ask for a bag of Slanty’s, the
canteen chacha will bend his
back trying to find it. This
takes him longer to serve each
student—not to mention it’s
not healthy for his back to do
this anyway. Needless to say,
the canteen should have a
proper way of arranging its
snacks.
I can go on and on about
this issue. Everything in the
canteen is priced slightly
more than the retail prices in
the market. When it rains, the
water dripping from the canteen makes our school uniforms dirty. Students are always fighting when someone
cuts another person in line.
I would propose that we
also get another shopkeeper
to speed up the line, but keeping in mind the small area of
the current canteen, this is
impossible.
Instead, I ask that the canteen be moved to a bigger
space, be organized and have
a fair rule about serving all
students equally.
There should be no Royal
Highnesses at our school.

BHS needs improvements
B Y YAWAR H ASNAT
W EB M A N A G E R

Boys High School is situated
on Mansehra Road in Supply,
Abbottabad. It is an old building containing nearly 20 rooms
and two open grounds. The
building structure is not modern because it was built nearly
fifty years ago. In fact, our
school buildings used to be two
houses.
As it stands, our old-styled
school buildings have very
good cross-ventilation systems
that keep the atmosphere of
classrooms cooler especially in
hot, summer days.
However, in my opinion,
there is room for improvement.
Our school’s infrastructure can
use some alteration for the better. Student enrollment is increasing day by day, and our
school building needs to change
its infrastructure to accommodate for larger classrooms.
We need serious renovations
in other areas as well. For exam-

ple, our playgrounds should
have more greenery. We should
add more trees, bushes and
flowers to beautify our campus.
We need a bigger library
with desks in it for student use.
As of right now, cupboards full
of books are stored away in
some room that not many students utilize or even know
about.
Our canteen is very small
and should be enlarged. The
current canteen cannot meet the
needs of all the students. Many
students are often met with
disappointment when they
cannot buy snacks during their
short break due to a long line.
We need bigger dustbins on
the school grounds so that students can use them and keep
the school neat and clean.
If these changes are made,
then our school can be improved for the better. I love and
respect my school, and want it
to be the best that it possibly
can.
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Students misuse Internet, waste time on social websites
BY NATASHA A BBASI
O PIN I N O S E D IT O R

The Internet is rapidly
changing the world as we
know it. It has advantages
as well as disadvantages,
but it’s up to the person how
they would like to use the
Internet.
People, especially teenagers,
have become addicts of the
Internet due to the vast
amount of websites—
especially games, entertainment, and social networking
ones. This addiction can
cause many problems in a
person’s life. The biggest
problem of all is that if you
are not doing anything productive, then you are wasting your precious time.
I believe many students
at Al-Imtiaz Academy are
misusing the Internet.
In the school computer lab,
students are spending way
too much time on websites
such as Facebook, Twitter,
and MySpace. This is a

problem because students
are devoting more time to
social networking than their
studies. Yes, ten to fifteen
minutes is reasonable, but
two to three hours are unacceptable. Imagine all the
knowledgeable and interesting things students could be
learning in that time instead.
Yet there is a bigger problem at hand. Some students
are purposefully slandering
our school on the Internet.
They think it is funny to do
these kinds of horrendous
acts, when in fact they are
just degrading and belittling
of our wonderful institution
in the eyes of others.
What’s worse is some
students are also verbally
attacking some of the staff
members, including the
principals of the three sections. I have read trash talks
about the personalities of
our respected elders and it is
disheartening to read such
things. Some teachers and
other staff members are also

ridiculed on the Internet.
Freedom of speech is only
okay if no one is harmed or
attacked based on false accusations.
What I am trying to say
is that students should not
behave like this on the Internet. It is a dangerous place
out there and the Internet
cannot always be trusted.
What would happen if
the students who are slandering were caught? What if
another student snitches on
them to the authorities?
Then what? I’m not sure if I
would feel sorry for them or
not.
Rather than doing uneducated things like this,
students can make use of
their time doing other productive activities. They
should seek the advantageous side to the Internet.
That way, students can give
more of their time searching
sites to help them with
homework or other class
work, which in the end will

Load shedding hinders student success
BY RABIA SHUJAH
E NTERTAINM ENT E D ITOR

Samia Saeed, The Imtiazian

SIGHTED: Students are abusing their right to use the Internet at
school. They waste time on social networking sites like Facebook.
lead them to better marks in
school.
And in this way, their

BHS needs a generator,
too hot to pay attention
B Y U MAR SAEED

Load shedding of electricity is increasing day by day.
Load shedding is due to the
presence of less dam and
shortage of water. Pakistan
is already so far from progress; due to load shedding,
it is getting farther away
from development. The load
shedding of electricity is
greatly affecting our industrial development, and as a
result, many people are suffering from unemployment.
Load shedding affects
everyone. Household work
cannot be done if eclectic
appliances such as washing
machines and irons cannot
function. People who have
jobs also suffer if their work
involves any technology or
machine that requires electricity. Now that summer
has started, it is very difficult to work in hot weather.
Not only is load shedding
affecting the work environment, it is also affecting us
at schools. If light is not
available, than how are we
to proceed with our daily
classroom activities?
The truth is that the students pay more attention to
their teacher in the presence

P HOT O G R A PH E R

Samia Saeed, The Imtiazian

FANNED: Due to load shedding, electricity is not available at

school for hours. It becomes too hot to learn or perform a task.
of electricity because the
lights and the fans are on.
Light allows students to see
the board clearly and the
fans keep the students cool.
Without electricity, rather
than listening to the teacher,
students feel hot and sweaty
and therefore cannot give
proper attention toward
their studies.
Teachers also feel hot and
cannot dictate the lesson to
the students in a good manner. These situations can
hinder students from learning to their fullest potential.
Perhaps this is one of the
biggest reasons why Pakistan lacks progress.
Load shedding has the
greatest impact on the com-

puter science students. If
there is no light, then obviously they are unable to
work on computers. Unfortunately, our school’s lab
does not have laptops yet.
Electricity is very important. It is one of the essential
elements of life. As our
country is already producing less electricity and misusing it, its shortfalls will
only have the worse outcomes. So, it is our duty to
use electricity in a proper
way and save it as much as
possible. So, let us cooperate
with the government and
save light for our country.
Now, isn’t that an electrifying idea?

future will be bright and
they will be successful in
life.

Our school should get a generator because trying to learn
during a power outage is very
difficult. When there is no light,
it is hard to see the blackboard
and pay attention to the teacher.
Especially during the summer, it is hard to keep cool if
there the fans are no longer
functioning. Students and
teachers get very hot and
sweaty and it becomes hard to
learn properly. Nowadays, load
shedding happens for 12 to 14
hours a day and it is extremely
exhausting to bear the heat.
We all know that electricity is
a basic necessity of life because
without electricity, our daily
routines would be disturbed. To
make our lives easier, we rely
on a lot of machines and inventions that use electricity. In
school, electricity is vital for
computers, fans and lights in
classrooms.

There is nothing more frustrating than having a school
function disrupted due to a
power outage. When light goes
out, it becomes very difficult for
the audience to listen to the
speakers and participants on
stage because the microphones
no longer work. This has happened multiple times before
and it is really disappointing.
I propose that Al-Imtiaz
Academy Boys High School
purchase a generator. The approximate cost of a generator in
n the current market 30,000
rupees. If you think about it,
this is not a big amount.
Buying a generator would
have many advantages. First
and foremost, it is an alternative
power supply when electricity
goes out. This means light and
fans will always function in the
school, making it possible for us
to enjoy learning in a comfortable setting. I hope that our
principal will consider my request of buying a generator.

Samia Saeed, The Imtiazian
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SPORTS
Annual Sports Day at GHS brings fun, entertainment
B Y IQRA MUSFARAT
S PO R T S E D IT O R

Every fall, students enthusiastically participate in
Annual Sports Day held at
the Girls High School of AlImtiaz Academy (GHS AIA).
This year, the competition is
expected to be held by the
end of October, according to
school coordinator Ms.
Beenish Arshad.
The purpose of the Annual Sports Day is to encourage healthy competition
amongst students. Students
participate in many different
games such as tug of war,
sack race, flat race, relay
race, potato race, and musical chair race, among others.
‚I like it very much because it is an interesting
event that everyone seems
to enjoy,‛ said class 9 student Sara Fatima when
asked about what she
thought about this day.
‚When the Principal Mr.
Majid Hussain Siddiqui
announces the result in the

end, there is suspense all
over the environment and
whichever class wins, their
respective classmates shout
with happiness.‛
Sports Day begins at 9:30
a.m. and lasts for about two
hours. The event officially
starts after the recitation of
Surah from the Holy Quran
and Naat.
Before the games start,
Madm Imtiaz Nawaz, her
husband Brigadier Muhammad Imtiaz, their granddaughter Ms. Ayesha
Nawaz and the principals of
each AIA section are welcomed by class 3 students
who present them with
flower bouquets. These respected guests watch as
students try to impress them
with their skills, talents and
strength.
A formal parade takes
place once the guests are
seated. All the students
march in military style from
the school canteen. Then,
students from classes 3 to 5
entertain everyone by doing
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LET THE GAMES BEGIN: Annual Sports Day at the Girls High School is a colorful event. Dance
functions such as the one above are performed by students before the games officially start.
a few exercise routines.
Soon after, the games
begin. Relay and tug of war
are played in teams while all
other games are played individually. Students compete
for awards and prizes such
as school supplies and

BHS Sports Day met with fierce competition
BY J AWAD KHAN

books.
The event ends with an
awards ceremony, in which
the winners of all the games
and races are announced by
Mr. Siddiqui.
Sports Day is not only for
the students, but also for the

teachers as well. Every year,
teachers play musical chairs
and tug of war.
‚It is a very nice and colorful function, and students
play traditionally,‛ said Ms.
Nawaz. ‚In the end, it is all
about having fun.‛

Handball offers exercise,
healthy competition at BHS

C OP Y E D I TO R
BY SHAHBAZ SALEEM

Students have lot of work
at home, but the school
eases their mind a little by
arranging a day devoted to
sports. During Sports Day at
Al-Imtiaz Academy (AIA),
various games like the sack
race, flat race, tug of war,
and handball, among others,
are played.
The first Sports Day was
held at AIA in 1986, the very
first year it opened and has
continued since. Annual
Sports Day is organized
through the institutions of
girls section, boys high
school, and the juniors section. Usually everyone participates in sports day, even
the principal and teachers.
The practice for Sports
Day starts two weeks before
the actual event. The rehearsals are also fun because
students get to play games
instead of killing brain cells

M A NA G I N G E D I TO R
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GET, SET, GO: Junior Section boys march in a straight -line

parade to open the Annual Sports Day at the Boys High School.
in classrooms. On Sports
Day, students participate in
fun and energetic games.
Every year, students are
more enthusiastic and competitive than before.
AIA invites chief guests,
such as founder of school
Madam Imtiaz Nawaz, to
come, observe and enjoy the

games. At end of the event,
the chief guest awards
prizes to the students who
won.
Money spent on sports
day ranges from 2,000 to
4,000 rupees because the
school has to purchase new
equipment. But in the end, it
is worth it because students
have a priceless experience.

Playing sports contributes to
a healthy lifestyle. Handball is
one of many sports that gives
players great exercise.
Handball was invented in
Europe around 1890.In some
parts of Europe, it was played
with seven players per team
and in other parts of Europe,
the game was played with 11
players per team. Soon after,
official rules were created, and
it became an Olympic sport.
At Al-Imtiaz Academy Boy
High School (BHS), handball
is a knock out tournament in
which participants are from
class four to 10.There are a
total of seven players, six outfield players and one goalkeeper.
The game starts when the
ball is thrown upward by the
referee. Handball cannot be
played with feet, hence the
name ‚handball.‛ A player
can only hold the ball for three

seconds, and three seconds
only. The player who has the
ball, can only take three steps
with it before passing it to a
teammate. The other team’s
job is to hit or punch the ball
out of the opponent’s hand.
The objective of the game is
to try to score as many goals,
without having the other team
interfere. A goal is only scored
from a specific place on the
field.
In official rules, there are
two referees, a court referee
and a goal referee. Their decisions are final if they find any
foul play. The referees are
assisted by a timer and a
scorer. At BHS, however, we
change some of these rules to
accommodate our own game
due to time and number of
players available.
Last year, class 9A won the
handball tournament and
hopefully there is a triumphant team that succeeds in
winning the tournament this
year.

